Didcot Town Council

Notice of the Meeting of

Didcot Town Council
24" June 2024 at 7.30pm
Main Hall, Didcot Civic Hall

All Members of Didcot Town Council are summoned to attend the Meeting of the
Council on Monday 24t June 2024 in the Main Hall at Didcot Civic Hall at 7.30pm.

Admission of the public and media

The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.
Recording, photographs, and filming

The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.

We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Town
Clerk before the start of the meeting.

Public participation

The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 30 - 32 on a matter before the Council).

The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions,
statements, or petitions, usually at the start of the meeting.

To find out about participation contact the Town Clerk — jwheeler@didcot.gov.uk
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The business to be transacted at the meeting will be:

1. To receive apologies

2. To receive declarations of interests
Members are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this agenda in
accordance with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct. Members are also
reminded to review their register of interests which will be available at the

meeting.

3. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 14t
May 2024 and to include questions on the minutes as to the progress of
any item

4. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated

authority and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in
accordance with Standing Orders 98 to 112

(@) Planning and Development Committee
(i) To receive the minutes:

8th May 2024
4t June 2024 (to be approved by Committee)

(i) Recommendations to Council:

Minute 276: To agree in principle to set up a Flood Resilience Working
Group — subject to a full proposal and terms of reference.

Minute 5: To include a Neighbourhood Plan for Didcot in the terms of
reference for the Planning & Development Committee.

Minute 18: To agree in principle two Neighbourhood Plan Working
Groups — subject to a full proposal and terms of reference. (One group
would cover the Didcot Parish plan and the other would engage with
neighbouring parishes and gather interest in a joint plan.)

(b) Finance and General Purposes Committee
(i) To receive the minutes:

20t May 2024
17t June 2024 (to be approved by Committee)

(i) Recommendations to Council:
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Minute 9: To review the effectiveness of the internal audit — and
decision to retain Accounting Solutions Ltd for 2024-2025.

Minute 15: To receive and adopt the unaudited financial statements for
the year ending 31 March 2024. (Copies of the statements have been
circulated to all Councillors.)

(c) Environment & Climate Committee

(i) To receive the minutes:

15t May 2024 (to be approved by Committee)

(i) Recommendation to Council:

Minute 10: To note the quote to turf the outside of the new pavilion at
Edmonds Park at a cost of £7,500 + vat. The contractor is the New
Lawn Company. This has been fast-tracked to allow the grass to settle
as soon as possible.

(d) Personnel and Administration Committee

(i) To receive the minutes
3 June 2024 (to be approved by Committee)

(i) Recommendation to Council:

Minute 9: To approve a Long Service Recognition scheme — see
attached report.

Minute 10: To approve a Policy to ban pets as prizes — see attached
Policy

Minute 12: To approve the Ladygrove Fishing Association Agreement
— See attached papers.

(e) Property & Facilities Committee

(i) To receive the minutes
29t May 2024 (to be approved by Committee)
(i) Recommendation to Council:

Minute 13: To approve the purchase of two induction hobs and ovens
from Cater-Kwik for the Civic Hall, at a cost of £7,761.98 + VAT — see

attached papers.
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5. To receive the Mayor’s report — 6" May — 21st June 2024

Date Day Event

6t May 2024 Monday Guides Day — Axel attending

7th May 2024 Tuesday Mayor Making, Didcot Civic Hall

15t May 2024 Wednesday | An Angel of Gracie 5" anniversary event,
Loose Cannon Brewery, Abingdon

15t May 2024 Wednesday | Mayor of Abingdon Mayor Making, St
Helen’s Church, Abingdon

227 May 2024 Wednesday | Cherwell District Council Annual Meeting,
Bodicote House, Banbury

6t June 2024 Thursday Didcot Town Council, Tree Planting
ceremony to mark the 80" Anniversary of
D- Day, Edmonds Park, Didcot

8t June 2024 Saturday Guide Dogs Big Help Out event,
Cornerstone, Didcot 11am — 2pm

8t June 2024 Saturday Didcot Library Community Garden
Opening, Didcot 11am — 2pm

8t June 2024 Saturday 80" Anniversary D-Day Wreath-Laying,
Harwell Stone 5pm

oth June 2024 Sunday Mayor of Bicester Civic Service, St
Edburg’s Church, Bicester

11t June 2024 Tuesday Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire & The
Bishop of Dorchester, An Evening at
Dorchester Abbey.

17t June 2024 Monday Funeral of Captain John Flood, South
Oxfordshire Crematorium (past Mayor
and Leader of DTC)

18t June 2024 Tuesday Scouts Thames Ridge AGM, Civic Hall,
Didcot

21t June 2024 Friday Festival of Voices Concert, Dorchester

Abbey 6.30pm

Deputy Mayor — 6th May to 21st June 2024

Date Day Event

7t May 2024 Tuesday Mayor Making, Didcot Civic Hall

6t June 2024 Thursday Didcot Town Council, Tree Planting
ceremony to mark the 80" Anniversary of
D-Day, Edmonds Park, Didcot

6t June 2024 Thursday WODC and Oxford City Council reception
and lighting of a beacon to mark the 80t
anniversary of the D-Day landings

11t June 2024 Tuesday Twinning AGM

Didcot Town Council

Council Offices, Britwell Road

Didcot
0OX11 7HN
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

To receive and adopt the fixed asset register for 2023 — 2024 - see
attached summatry.

To receive and approve the final internal audit report for 2023 — 2024 —
see attached report.

To approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for

2023 - 2024

e Section one — Approval of the Annual Governance Statement 2023 -
2024 - see attached AGAR

e Section two — Approval of the Accounting Statements 2023 — 2024 —
see attached AGAR

e Notice of public rights — see attached notice

To receive nominations and make appointments to working groups,
external bodies and organisations (deferred from the Annual Meeting) -
report attached

To consider two motions:

Motion one: Proposed by Cllr D Macdonald re: Right to Grow scheme
Motion two: Proposed by Clir S Nohre re: creation of a Working Group to
investigate the formation of a Youth Council

To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish
to bring before the Council and to consider the recommendation of the
leader on how such communications should be dealt with.

Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council's
Representative on the Didcot Garden Town Management Board

Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in
accordance with Standing Order 58.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

Pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings]
Act 1960 the committee will be asked to exclude the press and public
from the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the
business to be transacted

Agenda | 5

Didcot Town Council Phone: 01235 812637
Council Offices, Britwell Road www.didcot.gov.uk

Didcot

E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk

OX11 7HN


mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk

15. To approve the recommendation from the Personnel & Administration
Committee and the F&GP Committee — to employ a full time Estate
Administrator — see attached confidential report.

flpted

Mrs Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
18t June 2024
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Item 3 — Minutes of Annual Meeting 14" May 2024

Didcot Town Council

Annual Meeting
Tuesday 14" May 2024 at 7.30pm
Main Hall, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of the Council.

PRESENT
Councillors:
A Jones (Mayor) C Jennings (Leader)
J Loder (Deputy Mayor) K Morrison (Deputy Leader)
S Cole D Macdonald
D Guerra Aragao H Macdonald
O Glover G Roberts
L Hislop D Rouane
S Nohre T Worgan
J Broadbent G Ryall
Officers:

Janet Wheeler - Town Clerk
Lucy Blake — Deputy Town Clerk

10. To receive apologies

Apologies were received from Clirs N Hards, Z Mohammed, A Hudson, A
Macdonald, and M Khan.

11. To receive declarations of interests
There were no declarations.

12. To receive nominations to existing Committees and to make appointments
in accordance with Standing Order 105

It was proposed by ClIr C Jennings and seconded by ClIr T Worgan and RESOLVED
that the following members sit on the following standing Committees:
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Personnel and Administration Committee

Clir C Jennings (Acting Chair)

Clir J Loder (Acting Deputy Chair)

Clir D Macdonald

Clir H Macdonald

Clir G Ryall

Subs: Clirs T Worgan; D Guerra Aragao; O Glover; M Khan and A Macdonald

Finance & General Purposes Committee

Clir T Worgan (Acting Chair)

Clir G Roberts (Acting Deputy Chair)
Clir J Broadbent

Clir D Guerra Aragao

Clir N Hards

Clir J Loder

Clir G Ryall

Subs: Clirs H Macdonald; D Rouane; O Glover; C Jennings; M Khan; L Hislop and A
Hudson.

Environment & Climate Committee

Clir G Roberts (Acting Chair)

Clir K Morrison (Acting Deputy Chair)
Clir S Cole

Clir Z Mohammed

Clir A Hudson

Clir J Broadbent

Clir A Macdonald

Subs: Clirs C Jennings; D Guerra Aragao; H Macdonald; D Rouane; D Macdonald; L
Hislop; G Ryall.

Property & Facilities Committee
Clir K Morrison (Acting Chair)
Clir H Macdonald (Acting Deputy Chair)
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Clir Z Mohammed
Clir M Khan

Clir D Aragao

Clir A Hudson
CliIr L Hislop

Subs: Clirs T Worgan; G Roberts; C Jennings; J Broadbent; A Macdonald; Nick
Hards; D Macdonald.

Planning & Development Committee

Clir D Rouane (Acting Chair)

Clir H Macdonald (Acting Deputy Chair)
Clir N Hards

Clir S Cole

Clir S Nohre

Clir D Macdonald

Clir A Hudson

Subs: Clirs G Roberts; C Jennings; Z Mohammed; J Loder; L Hislop; J Broadbent; G
Ryall.

13. To receive nominations and make appointments to working groups,
external bodies, and organisations

It was proposed by Clir C Jennings, seconded by Clir H Macdonald, and RESOLVED
to continue with the previous year’s representatives list until the P&A Committee can
review these appointments. The P&A Committee will report back at the next full
Council meeting.

The current nominations from all parties are as follows:

Outside Body DTC Representative

Allotment Liaison Representatives

Broadway Allotments Clir N Hards

Cockcroft Allotments

Mereland Road Allotments

New Road Allotments Clir D Rouane

Wantage Road Allotments Clir A Jones

Allotment Liaison Group Chair
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CCTV Management Group

Mayor or Leader and Town Clerk

Citizens Advice (1)

Clir G Roberts

Didcot Arts & Community Association

ClirJ Broadbent- Vacant

Didcot Chamber of Commerce (1) Clir O Glover
Didcot Northeast Stakeholder Group (2) | Clir Z Mohammed/Clir N Hards
Didcot Powerhouse Advisory Group (1) | Clir T Worgan

Didcot Town Fayre Working Group (6)

Clirs M Khan; D Macdonald, A
Macdonald; A Jones and O Glover

Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board

Clir C Jennings/ClIr K Morrison

Earth Trust Local Stakeholder Group (1)

CliIr L Hislop/ClIr G Roberts

Fleet Meadow Community Trust (7)

Clirs M Khan/D Rouane/H Macdonald/T
Worgan/ Z Mohammed/A Jones/L
Hislop

Hagbourne Charities (2) to act as
Trustees ideally for a 4 year term

Clir C Jennings and CliIr O Glover

King Alfred Drive Community Centre
(KADCC)

Clir L Hislop

Ladygrove Management Group inc the
Fishing Association — to look after all
assets in Ladygrove including the lakes
and recreation ground

Clirs D Rouane/C Jennings/ K Morrison/
T Worgan/ Z Mohammed/O Glover/ J
Broadbent

Oxfordshire Association of Local
Councils (OALC) (2)

Clir M Khan and ClIr K Morrison

Oxfordshire Larger Local Councils

Clir C Jennings and the Town Clerk

Parish Transport Representative

Clir T Worgan

Power Station Liaison Committee (2)

Clirs D Aragao; K Morrison; A
Macdonald

Public Art Working Group (5)

Clirs T Worgan; H Macdonald; K
Morrison; Nick Hards; D Macdonald

Sutton Courtenay Local Liaison
Committee (1)

Clir O Glover

Traffic Advisory Group (open to all)

Everyone

Twinning Association (1)

Clirs J Loder/A Macdonald

UKAEA Liaison Committee (1)

Clirs J Broadbent/ K Morrison or T
Worgan

Clir J Broadbent requested to stand down from the Didcot Arts & Community

Association. This was AGREED.
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14. To receive any amendments to the Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations as recommended under Standing Order 132

It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by ClIr C Jennings, and RESOLVED to
approve and adopt the suggested amendments to the financial regulations. The
Standing Orders remain unchanged. The vote was unanimous. NB: Standing Order
71 — should be amended at some point to allow members to sit whilst speaking.

15. To approve and adopt the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 4t
March 2024 and the Mayor-making meeting held on 7" May 2024 and to include
questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

It was proposed by CliIr A Jones, seconded by Clir C Jennings, and RESOLVED to
approve the minutes for both meetings with no amendments. The vote was
unanimous.

16. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated
authority and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in
accordance with Standing Orders 95 — 112

a) Planning and Development Committee

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane, seconded by Clir H Macdonald, and RESOLVED
to receive the Minutes for the meetings held on 6" March 2024, 20" March 2024,
and 17" April 2024 (to be approved at Committee). There was one recommendation:

Minute 231: To consider applying for a Neighbourhood Plan. It was proposed by
Clir D Rouane and seconded by Clir S Cole to apply for a Neighbourhood Plan for
Didcot.

Clir D Rouane spoke on the recommendation to apply for a Neighbourhood Plan and
the benefits it could bring to the residents of Didcot. He confirmed that the advice
from SODC is that a Neighbourhood Plan could cost in the region of £20,000 but that
the Council could potentially receive up to £18,000 of the cost funded by the
Government. All Councillors would need to get involved and there would be no staff
time needed.

It was proposed by Clir G Ryall and seconded by Clir D Macdonald, to defer this
proposal to the next Full Council meeting (Standing Order 55m) as there was
insufficient information to make an informed decision. Clir Ryall spoke of concerns
regarding how the Council would get volunteers without officer help, what the exact
costs would be and the time needed to produce a plan that is relevant to the needs
of Didcot.

Clirs H Macdonald and D Rouane spoke regarding a previous meeting with SODC
where information would have been available and questions could be asked. Some
members felt that this meeting — the day before the Annual Meeting — was too close
to enable an informed decision to be taken.

The request which was treated like an amendment but was just a proposal — was put
to the vote.

3-5



Item 3 — Minutes of Annual Meeting 14" May 2024

Proposal to defer the recommendation to apply for a Neighbourhood Plan until
the next meeting of the full Council:

Vote: IN FAVOUR: 4, AGAINST: 12, ABSTENTIONS: O - The proposal falls.

Clir D Rouane then proposed an amendment: ‘To authorise expenditure up to
£20,000 towards the Neighbourhood Plan.’

Vote: IN FAVOUR: 16, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 0

It was RESOLVED to authorise expenditure up to the value of £20,000 for the
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan.

The original recommendation was then voted on:
Minute 231: To consider applying for a Neighbourhood Plan
Vote: IN FAVOUR: 12, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 4

It was RESOLVED to apply for a Neighbourhood Plan, which will cover the Didcot
Parish boundaries to begin with, but could be extended to the Didcot Garden Town
Area of Influence after consultations with neighbouring Parishes. It was RESOLVED
that the Neighbourhood Plan would have an authorised expenditure not exceeding
£20,000.

b) Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by ClIr G Ryall, and RESOLVED to
receive the Minutes for the meetings held on 25" March 2024 and 22" April 2024 (to
be approved at Committee).

There were several recommendations:

Minute 184: To minute the £11,000 grant awarded to the Citizen’s Advice in the
2023 - 2024 financial year. It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by Clir G
Ryall, and RESOLVED to formally minute this award. The vote was unanimous.

Minute 185: To approve the Strategic Risk Assessments. It was proposed by Clir
T Worgan, seconded by ClIr G Roberts, and RESOLVED to approve and adopt the
Strategic Risk Assessments for 2023-2024. The vote was unanimous.

Minute 187: To approve the appointment of Proludic Ltd as the contractor for
the new teen play area in Edmonds Park at a cost of £46,840.94. The F&GP
Committee commented on how surprised they were with the quality of the
submissions for this project. It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by Clir G
Roberts, and RESOLVED to approve Proludic Ltd as the contractor for the
construction and installation of the new teen play area in Edmonds Park. The vote
was unanimous.
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Clir D Macdonald expressed how pleased she was that this project had been
approved. Clir K Morrison thanked the staff for their work on the tender process.

Minute 188: To approve the installation of a new sandpit for Edmonds Park at a
cost of £4,135. It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by Clir H Macdonald,
and RESOLVED to approve the installation of a new sand pit in Edmonds Park, at a
cost of £4,135, with the opportunity to add to this project in the future. The vote was
unanimous.

Clir D Aragao praised the staff for thinking up these new projects.

Minute 191: To approve the purchase of a Wessex CRX 320 at a cost of
£4,664.60 deposit and £469.77 for 60 months. It was proposed by Clir T Worgan,
seconded by Clir J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to enter a Hire Purchase Agreement
for the Wessex CRX 320, to aid the outdoor team with the maintenance of the
outdoor spaces. The vote was unanimous.

c) Environment & Climate Committee

It was proposed by ClIr J Broadbent, seconded by ClIr S Cole, and RESOLVED to
receive the Minutes for the meeting held on 11" March 2023 (to be approved by
Committee). There were no recommendations.

d) Personnel and Administration Committee

It was proposed by Clir C Jennings, seconded by Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to
receive the minutes for the meeting held on 8" April 2024 (to be approved by
Committee).

There was one recommendation:

Minute 66: To approve the Discretionary Pension Policy. It was proposed by ClIr
C Jennings, seconded by Clir H Macdonald, and RESOLVED to approve and adopt
the Discretionary Pension Policy. The vote was unanimous.

e) Property & Facilities Committee

It was proposed by Clir K Morrison, seconded by Clir H Macdonald, and RESOLVED
to receive the minutes of the meeting held on 27" March 2024 (to be approved by
Committee). There were no recommendations.

17. To receive the Mayor’s Report and the Deputy Mayor’s report

Both reports were noted by the Council.
The Mayor confirmed that he also attended the Down Talking Newspaper on 24t
April 2024.

18. To note the report on the HSE visit to the Outdoor Services Depot on 27t
March 2024
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The Council noted the report.
ClIr C Jennings congratulated the Outdoor Team on their hard work in ensuring the
Outdoor Services Depot is compliant. This was echoed by Clir A Jones.

19. To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish to
bring before Council and to consider the recommendation of the Leader on
how such communications should be dealt with.

There were no communications for this meeting.

20. Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council’s representative
on the Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board

Clir C Jennings spoke on the projects which the Garden Town are progressing.
These included various Arts projects, the Didcot Gateway, wayfinding, the electric
bus in Milton Park, and the summer Garden Party.

21. Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in
accordance with Standing Order 58

Q. Coming back to Didcot Garden Town, do you feel the communication from
the team is not getting through to residents? Do you think you could help?
(Clir D Macdonald)

ClIr C Jennings explained that he felt the previous Leader did not work well with
Didcot Garden Town and that the Council should work in partnership with them. He
did agree that they could improve their communications to showcase their
achievements.

Q. Last year the Town Council supported Pride by flying the flag. Will DTC fly
the flag again this year? (Clir D Rouane)
The Leader confirmed that the Pride flag would be flown during the month of June.

Q. Will the Leader indicate the Council’s support on the D-Day landing in June,
and display something appropriate? (Cllr T Worgan)

The Leader confirmed that the Council would work with the RBL on something
appropriate. The Town Clerk confirmed that the P&A Committee had previously
approved the purchase of a commemorative tree to be planted at the new pavilion, to
commemorate D-Day.

Q. During a recent walk around Ladygrove Lakes, it was noted that the
biodiversity had improved and increased. Rare moths are now cited in the
area. Will you join me in congratulating the outdoor team on their hard work?
(Clir J Broadbent, on behalf of Clir N Hards)

Clir C Jennings agreed with the comments and echoed the sentiment of the work
achieved by the Outdoor Team at Ladygrove Lakes.
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The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Signed: (Mayor) Date:
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Didcot Town Council

Minutes of the

Planning and Development Committee
Wednesday 8th May 2024 at 7:30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

PRESENT

Councillors:

Clir D Rouane (Chair)

Clir H Macdonald (Vice Chair)
Clir S Cole

Clir S Nohre

Clir N Hards

CliIr L Hislop

Clir A Hudson

Officers:
A Guzinski (Planning and Estate Officer [minutes])

Public:
Clir A Jones attended the meeting as a non-voting member.
One other member of the public attended the meeting.

262. To receive apologies

No apologies were received.

263. To receive declarations of interest

Members should declare any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance
with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct

No declarations were made.

264. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 17t April 2024
(attached)
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It was proposed by Clir A Hudson, seconded by ClIr S Cole, and RESOLVED to
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting, and note them
as such.

All members agreed.

265. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

There were no questions on the minutes.

266. To note as listed: correspondence received regarding planning matters

No correspondence was received.

267. To note the erection of 158 new residential dwellings

The Committee noted the erection and numbering of 158 new residential dwellings.

268. To note the erection of 86 new residential dwellings

The Committee noted the erection of two new residential dwellings.

269. Applications for certificates of Lawful Development and Information only

The Committee noted the below listed applications for certificates of lawful
development:

8a) | Application P24/S1088/LDP | 21 Foxhall Road Didcot 0X11 7AQ
Proposal Replace existing 8x12 ft shed with a 10x20ft shed.
8b) | Application P24/S1247/LDP \ 67 Warner Crescent Didcot OX11 8JY
Proposal Change of use from C3 Dwelling House to C4 House in Multiple
Occupation (HMO).
8c) | Application P24/S1324/LDP | 27 Mowbray Road Didcot OX11 8ST
Proposal Creation of a single storey rear and side extension.
8d) | Application P24/S0861/LDE Edmonds Park Park Road Didcot OX11
8RF
Proposal Permanent retention of two welfare units provided to the community
on the concrete slab at Edmonds Park. Unit one is a changing facility
and is 32ftx10ftx8ft (33 cubic metres) and unit two is a toilet block and
is 16ftx9ftx8ft (73 cubic metres). They are required for the purposes of
the function exercised by Didcot Town Council for the recreational use
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of the park and facilities and can be hired by clubs and community
groups.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Clir D Rouane suspended standing orders to allow the member of the public to address
the Committee.

The resident spoke about agenda item 9d) — Planning application P24/S0765/FUL - 67
Warner Crescent Didcot OX11 8JY and raised their concerns regarding the effects of
increased parking in the area.

The resident explained that the area already suffers with excessive on-road parking, as
many of the houses do not have a dropped kerb for driveway access. The resident also
noted the change of use to a House in Multiple Occupation and had concerns that the
proposed extension would not be able to accommodate all the occupants with an
individual parking space.

The area is also located a fair distance away from town centre and any travel links, and
therefore many residents rely on a vehicle for travelling.

The Committee thanked the resident, and reinstated standing orders.

270. To consider as listed: Planning Applications

The Committee agreed to move agenda item 9d) — Planning application
P24/S0765/FUL - 67 Warner Crescent Didcot OX11 8JY, out of order.

9d) | Application P24/S0765/FUL \ 67 Warner Crescent Didcot OX11 8JY

Proposal Demolition of existing double garage and construction of two 1-bed
flats in one block as extension to 67 Warner Crescent.

Response date 10" May 2024 (extended from 7" May 2024)

Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir H Macdonald, seconded by ClIr S Cole, and
RESOLVED to object to this application with the following comments:
The Committee would like to object to this application on the grounds
of inadequate parking provisions, especially considering the recent
change of use to a House in Multiple Occupation.
(Ref: 262339)
All members agreed.

The remaining items were discussed in order.
| 9a) | Application | P23/S0441/S73 | 88 Broadway Didcot OX11 8AB
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Proposal Variation of condition 5(Restricted Hours) on application
P18/S2805/FUL to extend opening times to 9am-1am Sunday-
Thursday and 9am-1:30am Fridays and Saturdays.
(Change of use from retail (Class A1) to a hot food takeaway (Class
A5) and new rear extension at the rear and new raised parapet wall to
the side)

Amendment No. 1 - dated 12th April 2024

Response date 10" May 2024 (extended from 26%" April 2024)

Previous Although the Town Council would like to object to this application on the grounds

comments of noise and disruption, local planning history for a similar establishment a few

doors down applied for the same thing a few years ago and won at appeal, even
though DTC objected and SODC refused the application at their Planning
Committee meeting. Therefore, the Committee feels there is no point in objecting

Agreed response

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to object to this application with the following comments:

The Committee would like to object to this application on the grounds
of increased noise and nuisance for the residential houses located
nearby, and supports the comments made by the Crime Prevention
Team and the Environmental Protection team regarding the
inconsistencies in the proposed opening hours.

(Ref: 262341)

All members agreed.

9b) | Application P24/S1206/FUL | Aldi Broadway Didcot OX11 8ET
Proposal Erection of replacement plant, enclosure, and associated works.
Response date 10" May 2024 (extended from 3rd May 2024)
Agreed response | It was proposed by ClIir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 262343)
All members agreed.
9c) | Application P24/S1129/S73 | Land at Lady Grove Didcot OX11 9BP
Proposal Variation of condition 1 (Approved plans), 2 (Tree Protection

(Detailed) and 3 (Tree pits design) on application P22/S3532/RM (All
outstanding Reserved Matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and
scale) for the erection of 150 residential dwellings with associated
parking, landscaping, country park, equipped and informal open
spaces and associated infrastructure and works pursuant to outline
permission P20/S1577/0)

Response date

10t May 2024 (extended from 3rd May 2024)

Agreed response

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane, seconded by Clir S Cole, and
RESOLVED to object to this application with the following comments:

The Committee would like to object to this application, based on the
comments made by the Forestry Officer and the Landscape Architect.
(Ref: 262345)

All members agreed.
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9e) | Application P24/S1258/HH | 24 Slade Road Didcot OX11 7AT

Proposal Single and two storey extensions

Response date 11 May 2024

Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.

(Ref: 262347)
All members agreed.
9f) | Application P23/V2693/FUL Zulu Farmhouse Didcot Road Harwell Didcot
OX11 6DN

Proposal The demolition of a conservatory and construction of a single storey
extension (in place of the conservatory), construction of an access
road, change of use from a 5-bedroom house (Use Class C3) to a 9-
bedroom/10-person HMO (Sui Generis), and installation of 9no. solar
panels on the roof. (As amended by plans received 15 April 2024
altering extension and adding solar panels, reducing bedrooms from
10 to 9, additional access details and additional arboricultural report)

Amendment No. 1 - dated 15th April 2024

Response date 10t May 2024 (extended from 71" May 2024)

Previous Didcot Town Council s Planning and Development Committee would like to see an

comments inclusion of lighting on the entrance to the site, as the current access is not
sufficiently lit up. The Committee would also like to question if the existing trees
would be disturbed.

Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application, with the
following comments:

The Committee would like to see a clarification of which access road
will be used, as per the comments made by the Highways Team.
(Ref: 262348)
All members agreed.
9g) | Application P24/S0190/FUL 32-34 Wantage Road Didcot Oxon OX11
0BT

Proposal Change of use and alterations to form two ancillary staff living
accommodation bedrooms and associated works. (As clarified by
Agent's email dated 10 April 2024).

Amendment No. 1 - dated 10th April 2024

Response date 10" May 2024 (extended from 7" May 2024)

Previous Didcot Town Council s Planning and Development Committee would like to object

comments to this application, due to the lack of easy access to the proposed accommodation,

especially for emergency services. The cold storage looks to be impeding on the
larger pathway, leaving only the small pathway for accessing the dwelling.

Agreed response

It was proposed by ClIr L Hislop, seconded by Clir S Cole, and
RESOLVED to continue the previous objections, and support the
comments made by the Highways Team.

(Ref: 262349)

All members agreed.
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9h) | Application P24/S1313/HH | 18 Wheatfields Didcot OX11 0BQ
Proposal First floor side extension, single storey rear extension & interior
alterations
Response date 15" May 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 262350)
All members agreed.
9i) Application P24/S1345/HH | 14 Tavy Close Didcot Oxon OX11 7XR
Proposal Single storey rear extension in place of conservatory.
Response date 16" May 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir L Hislop, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 262351)
All members agreed.
9j) Application P24/S1291/HH | 39 Manor Road Didcot OX11 7JZ
Proposal Extension of existing roof and dormer.
Response date 18" May 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by ClIr A Hudson, seconded by Clir N Hards, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 262352)
All members agreed.
9k) | Application P24/S1346/HH | 36 Icknield Close Didcot Oxon OX11 7AU
Proposal Construction of single storey rear extension
Response date 21st May 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by ClIr S Cole, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 262353)
All members agreed.
al) Application P24/S1386/HH | 26 Bowmont Water Didcot OX11 7GE
Proposal Demolition of existing conservatory and construction of new single
storey rear extension
Response date 24" May 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by CliIr L Hislop, seconded by Clir N Hards, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 262354)
All members agreed.
271. To note as listed: Planning Appeals.

The Committee noted that no planning appeals were received.
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272. To note as listed: Planning Applications approved.
The Committee noted the approved applications as listed:

Didcot Town
Council’s
recommendation

Planning
Application Number

Proposal and Address

No objections P24/S0747/HH Erection of first floor side extension.
6 Cole Court Didcot OX11 7XL
No objections P24/S0854/FUL Demolition of part of existing day
hospital and the erection of 2
detached supported living units,
associated support & staff unit and
associated parking and external
works.
95 Wantage Road Didcot OX11 0AF
Didcot Town Council's P24/S0325/HH Erection of a 7.5m x 3.5m timber log
Ef;m?t?eznﬁaeg‘ﬂomem cabin in the rear garden to be used as
objections to this an office/leisure room. (As amended
application, however the by description 06 March 2024.)
Committee supports the (Additional information received 18
comments made by the March 2024).
Forestry Officer.
18 East Street Didcot OX11 8EJ
Didcot Town Council s P19/S0720/0 Outline planning application for a

Planning and Development
Committee would like the
bus stops to be recessed in
a lay-by, rather than being
on the road, to reduce the
impact on traffic. The
Committee would also like
to point out that in the
current proposal, the bus
shelters would be
impeding on the
pedestrian pathway, the
tactile paving on the
pedestrian crossing points
would impede the cycle
path, and the proposed
cycle storage would
impede on both paths. The
Committee would also like
to question the spacing

residential development comprising
up to 750 dwellings (with up to 40%
affordable housing provision), public
open space comprising green
infrastructure, community use,
allotments and play areas, pedestrian
and cycle links, landscaping and
associated supporting infrastructure.
Means of access to be determined via
Hadden Hill (A4130). Access to NPR3
reserved for later consideration along
with all other matters. (As revised by
information received 22 January 2021
and updated Parameter Plan and
Biodiversity Calculations received 5
May 2021 and as amended by
highway plan received 15 January
2024).
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between the zig-zag lines Land at Ladygrove East Didcot
for the pedestrian crossing
and the bus stop.

273. To note as listed: Planning Applications refused

The Committee noted that no applications were refused.

274. To note as listed: Planning Applications withdrawn

The Committee noted the withdrawn applications as listed:

Didcot Town Planning Proposal and Address
Council’s Application Number
recommendation

N/A P24/S0758/LDP Insertion of four rooflights across two
roof slopes to rear of building to
create a new room in first floor loft
space.

Busby House Dental Practice 13
Hagbourne Road Didcot OX11 8DP

275. To note as listed: Planning Applications referred

The Committee noted that no applications were referred.

276. To discuss the Flood Resilience proposals (Clir D Rouane)

Clir D Rouane introduced the idea of flood resilience plans to the Committee and
explained their importance. Clir D Rouane further stated that upon some research, it
was discovered that most local parishes had created their own plans to support
residents in case of flooding in the area.

Historically, flood support in form of sandbags was given by the District Council,
however due to difficulties with deliveries, it was decided that local parishes would
be more suitable to keep and deliver support for flooded areas.

Clir D Rouane explained that while Didcot does not experience flooding frequently, it
would be beneficial to have an idea of where the key areas of interest are, and how
they could be supported.
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It was proposed by Clir D Rouane, seconded by Clir S Cole, and RESOLVED to
create a recommendation to the Full Council to create a Floor Resilience Working
Group, which will report to the Planning and Development Committee.

All members agreed.

277. To receive an update from the Neighbourhood Plan Team

Clir H Macdonald gave a brief update and informed the Committee about a meeting
with the SODC Neighbourhood Plan team, which will be held on Microsoft Teams on
the 13t of May 2024 at 19:00.

The meeting closed at 20:30

Signed

Date
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Didcot Town Council

Minutes of the

Planning and Development Committee
Tuesday 4th June 2024 at 7:30pm
Main Hall, Civic Hall, Didcot

PRESENT

Councillors:

Clir D Rouane (Chair)

Clir H Macdonald (Vice Chair)
Clir S Nohre

Clir N Hards

Clir A Hudson

Clir K Morrison

Officers:
A Guzinski (Planning and Estate Officer [minutes])

. To elect the Chair of the Committee

It was proposed by Clir H Macdonald, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and RESOLVED
to elect Clir D Rouane as the Chair of the Committee.

5 members agreed, one member abstained.
. To elect the Vice Chair of the Committee

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and RESOLVED to
elect Cllr H Macdonald as the Vice Chair of the Committee

3 members agreed, 3 members abstained.

. Toreceive apologies
Apologies were received from Clirs S Cole and D Macdonald.
Clir K Morrison substituted for Clir S Cole.

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane to Co-opt Clir K Morrison onto the Planning and
Development Committee on a temporary basis to allow for voting rights.

All members agreed.
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4. To receive declarations of interest

Members should declare any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance
with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct

Clir D Rouane declared an interest on agenda item 12h) - P24/S1492/FUL —
Cornerstone Arts Centre, 25 Station Road and would excuse himself from the
discussions.

No other declarations were made.

5. To review the Planning and Development Committee Terms of Reference
(attached)

It was proposed by Clir H Macdonald, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and RESOLVED
to recommend an addition of Neighbourhood Plan in the terms of reference to be
agreed by the Full Council.

4 members agreed, 2 members voted against.

6. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 8" May 2024 (attached)

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and RESOLVED to
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting, and note them as
such.

All members agreed.
7. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

There were no questions on the minutes.

8. To note as listed: correspondence received regarding planning matters

The Committee noted the correspondence received as listed below.

Item | Date received Received Sent to Members Details
from
8a) 13/05/2024 OoCC 29/05/2024 To inform DTC about the experimental

TROs to be implemented on Lydalls Close
(western section)

The Committee requested that the Oxfordshire County Council informs DTC on the
review process and includes DTC in any discussions.
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The Committee also noted an item of late correspondence regarding the proposed
20mph zones within Didcot and made a few suggestions and comments to be sent
back to the case officer.

. To note the erection of 4 flats

The Committee noted the erection of 4 flats.

10.To note the erection of 1 new residential dwelling

The Committee noted the erection of 1 new residential dwelling.

11. Applications for certificates of Lawful Development and Information only

The Committee noted that no applications for Lawful Development were received.

12.To consider as listed: Planning Applications

It was proposed by Clir D Rouane to move agenda item 12h) to the bottom of the

list.

All members agreed.

12a) | Application P24/S1430/HH | 18 Samor Way Didcot OX11 8RF
Proposal Rear extension & loft conversion.
Response date 6" June 2024 (extended from 29" May 2024)
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263338)
All members agreed.
12b) | Application P24/S1420/FUL | 6 Park Road Didcot OX11 8QW
Proposal Change of use to residential Family Residential Centre.
Response date 6" June 2024 (extended from 315t May 2024)
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263339)
5 members agreed, 1 member abstained
12¢c) | Application P24/S1405/HH | 4 Darcey Lode Didcot OX11 7UB
Proposal First floor extension over existing garage.
Response date 5t June 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir A Hudson, seconded by Clir S Nohre, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263341)
All members agreed.
12d) | Application P24/S1481/HH \ 36 Freeman Road Didcot OX11 7DD
Proposal Proposed ground floor rear extension
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Response date

5% June 2024

Agreed response

It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir S Nohre, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.

(Ref: 263342)

All members agreed.

12e) | Application P24/S1486/HH | 6 Slade Road Didcot Oxon OX11 7AP
Proposal Demolition existing garage; erection single storey rear and side
extension together with front porch.
Response date 7t June 2024
Agreed response | [t was proposed by Clir S Nohre, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263343)
All members agreed.
12f) | Application P24/S1439/RM Willowbrook Park Phase 4B North East
Didcot
Proposal Reserved Matters Application following Outline Approval

P15/S2902/0 in respect of 64 dwellings for Phase 4B including
affordable housing, car parking, open space, landscaping, and
associated works. Reserved Matters seeking consent: Appearance,
Landscaping, Layout and Scale.

Response date

7t June 2024

Agreed response

It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir S Nohre, and
RESOLVED to object to this application with the following
comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would
like to object to this application with the following comments:

The Committee believes that the affordable housing positioning is not
in line with the local plan, and the houses should be spread apart
more within the development area.

The Committee would also like to highlight the issues raised by the
Road Safety Audit and would like to see them resolved prior to the
development commencing.

The Committee also had objections on page 10 on the Design and
Access Statement and would like to question the wording of “where
possible” on retaining the existing hedgerow. The Committee also
questioned the “reinforcing of existing hedgerow” being included,
while the hedgerow is being removed.

The Committee also noted the comments made by Thames Valley
Police and advised against the use of tandem parking.
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The Committee also advised against the use of known allergen trees
to be located nearby any of the housing, such as the Silver Birch.

The Committee did not have access to the comments made by
Thames Water and were unable to comment on their feedback.
(Ref: 263344)

All members agreed.

12g) | Application P24/S1560/HH | 41 High Street Didcot OX11 8EG
Proposal Proposed two storey side extension, internal alterations, demolition of
existing conservatory and all associated works.
Response date 8th June 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263346)
All members agreed.
12i) | Application P24/S1535/FUL Wallingford Road Didcot Oxfordshire OX11
9BJ
Proposal New high ball stop fencing around driving range outfield.
Response date 13t June 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by ClIr S Nohre, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263347)
All members agreed.
12j) | Application P24/S1594/HH 4 Daniel Shepherd Avenue Didcot OX11
6BS
Proposal Installation of air source heat pump
Response date 13" June 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir A Hudson, seconded by Clir S Nohre, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263348)
All members agreed.
12k) | Application P24/S1291/HH | 39 Manor Road Didcot OX11 7JZ
Proposal Extension to existing roof and dormer. (Amended Certificate of
Ownership received 20 May 2024).
Amendment No. 1 - dated 20th May 2024
Response date 13" May 2024
Previous No objections.
comments

Agreed response

It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir A Hudson, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.

(Ref: 263349)

All members agreed.
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121) | Application P24/S1569/HH \ 28 Cromwell Drive Didcot Oxon OX11 9RB
Proposal Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of single storey rear
extension
Response date 14™ June 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir S Nohre, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263350)
All members agreed.
12m) | Application P24/S1592/HH | 10 Calder Way Didcot OX11 7QG
Proposal Single storey rear extension and infill porch to front.
Response date 19t June 2024
Agreed response | It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by Clir H Macdonald, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.
(Ref: 263351)
All members agreed.
Clir D Rouane excused himself from the discussions. Clir H Macdonald took on the Chair
12h) | Application P24/S1492/FUL Cornerstone Arts Centre 25 Station Road
Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 7NE
Proposal To erect an external staircase and edge protection on the roof of the

cornerstone arts centre. This is to allow access to the roof as part of
the public sector decarbonisation scheme (PSDS). The council have
secured a government grant to install air source heat pumps and solar
panels. The staircase and edge protection are required to allow
prospective contractors access to the roof.

Response date

11t June 2024

Agreed response

It was proposed by Clir S Nohre, seconded by Clir N Hards, and
RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application.

(Ref: 263352)

All members agreed.

Clir D Rouane returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair.

13.To note as listed: Planning Appeals.

The Committee noted that no applications were appealed.

14.To note as listed: Planning Applications approved.

The Committee noted planning applications approved as listed.

Didcot Town
Council’s
recommendation

Planning Proposal and Address
Application Number

No objections

P24/S0844/HH Demolition of existing rear single
storey extension, construction of new
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single storey side and rear extension.
(Amended Certificate of Ownership
received 3 April 2024).

46 Haydon Road Didcot OX11 7JR

No objections P24/S0880/HH Single storey side extension with x1
skylight installed, garage conversion
with x2 sun tunnels, new dark
composite cladding to front elevation
and porch, timber columns with
cladding supporting canopy, new
timber trellis proposed along the top of
the existing brick wall, and changes to
the fenestration.

1 Juniper Way Didcot OX11 6AA

No objections P24/S1005/HH Two storey front extension, single and
two storey extensions to the rear.

35 Queensway Didcot OX11 8LY

No objections P24/S1206/FUL Erection of replacement plant,
enclosure, and associated works.

Aldi Broadway Didcot OX11 8ET

15.To note as listed: Planning Applications refused

The Committee noted that no applications were refused.

16.To note as listed: Planning Applications withdrawn

The Committee noted the applications withdrawn as listed

Didcot Town Planning Proposal and Address
Council’s Application Number
recommendation

The Committee noted that P24/S1012/HH Two storey side annexes with two
this development will storey rear extension, minor opening
require some trees to be changes to front facade.

removed, and therefore

the Committee would like 3 Elbourne Didcot OX11 0BL

to see a condition to
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ensure that there is no net
loss in biodiversity

Didcot Town Council's
Planning and Development
Committee would like to
object to this application
on the grounds of
inadequate parking
provisions, especially
considering the recent
change of use to a House in
Multiple Occupation.

P24/S0765/FUL

Demolition of existing double garage
and construction of two 1-bed

flats in one block as extension to 67
Warner Crescent.

67 Warner Crescent Didcot OX11
8JY

17.To note as listed: Planning Applications referred

The Committee noted that no applications were referred.

18.To receive an update from the Neighbourhood Plan Team

Clir H Macdonald gave a brief update on the Neighbourhood Plan.

Clir H Macdonald proposed that two working groups be created — one would oversee
the Didcot Parish plan, and the second would engage neighbouring parishes and
gather interest in a joint plan. Those groups would feedback into the Planning and
Development Committee.

Clir D Rouane explained that creations of, and admissions to working groups are
agreed by the Full Council, and a full proposal document, along with the Terms of
Reference is needed prior to the groups being created.

The meeting closed at 20:35

Signed:

Date:
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Didcot Town Council

Finance and General Purposes Committee
20" May 2024 at 7.00pm
All Saints Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this Committee.

Present:

Councillor T Worgan (Chair)
Councillor G Roberts (Deputy Chair)
Councillor D Aragao

Councillor G Ryall

Councillor J Loder

Councillor J Broadbent

Councillor N Hards

Officers:

Mrs J Wheeler — Town Clerk (TC)
Mrs L Blake — Deputy Town Clerk (DC)

7 Grant Aid applicants were in attendance.

1. To receive nominations for the appointment of the Chair of the Finance
and General Purposes Committee
It was proposed by ClIr G Roberts and seconded by Clir J Loder to appoint Clir T
Worgan as Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee. There were no
further nominations.

Vote: IN FAVOUR: 3, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 2.

It was RESOLVED to appoint Clir T Worgan as Chair of the Finance and General
Purposes Committee.

2. To receive nominations for the appointment of the Deputy Chair of the
Finance and General Purposes Committee
It was proposed by Clir T Worgan and seconded by Clir J Loder to appoint Clir G
Roberts as Deputy Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee. There
were no further nominations.

Vote: IN FAVOUR: 3, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 2.
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It was RESOLVED to appoint Clir G Roberts as Deputy Chair of the Finance and
General Purposes Committee.

3. Toreceive apologies
There were no apologies.

4. To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare
any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance
with Didcot Town Council’s code of conduct

Clir N Hards declared that he is a member of the Great Western Railway Society and
would therefore leave the meeting when this grant application was discussed.
No other declarations were made.

5. To review the Terms of Reference for this Committee
The Committee reviewed the Terms of Reference. It was proposed by Clir J Loder,
seconded by Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to accept the terms of reference for the
Finance and General Purposes Committee. The vote was unanimous.

6. To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 22" April 2024
Clir N Hards had two queries on page three of the minutes: he enquired as to what
‘EM’ stood for. The Deputy Clerk confirmed this was short for Estate Manager. He
also queried the new sandpit in Edmonds. The Deputy Town Clerk confirmed that
the sandpit would go ahead but the centre piece would be investigated later.
Clir T Worgan asked for a report to be presented at the next meeting on alternative
options, possibly made by the outdoor team.

The Chair paged through the minutes. It was proposed by Clir J Loder, seconded by
Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to approve the minutes as an accurate record and note
them as such. The vote was unanimous.

7. Questions on the Minutes as to the progress of any item
The Town Clerk gave the Committee a verbal update on the debris at Edmonds
Park. Ground workers from Life have been on site and had already filled two skips
with rubbish after two full days of work.

- Clir D Aragao entered the meeting at 7.13pm.

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow the Grant Aid applicants to
address the Committee.

Ben Drabble from TRAIN was the first to address the Committee on his application
for £10,484 to cover a proportion of the running costs for Didcot Youth’s Centre, “The
Base” located in the marketplace in the town centre.

Councillors asked questions which included how TRAIN would continue to support
the youths of the town if the Council was unable to provide the whole requested sum.
Ben explained that TRAIN would have to decide who they could and could not
support.

- CliIr J Broadbent entered the meeting at 7.24pm.
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Clir N Hards left the room at this stage so that the GWR application could be
presented.

Roger Orchard addressed the Committee on the Great Western Railway Society’s
application for £2,000 to help cover the costs to install a public water fountain at the
Railway Centre.

When asked what the impact on the project would be if the Council could not provide
the whole amount, Roger explained that they would have to rely on volunteers and
fundraise.

Clir N Hards returned to the meeting.

Claire Crossley spoke on Riverside’s application for £5,500 to cover the cost of 100
sessions for Didcot clients, giving them support from professionally trained
counsellors.

When presented with the same question, ‘what would the impact be if the Town
Council could not provide the full amount?’, Claire confirmed that Riverside would
continue to provide as much support to Didcot residents, as possible.

Bill Service spoke on the Didcot Bowls Club application for £2,810 to renew the
Club’s entry and bar security systems. He explained that the systems are extremely
dated and need replacing. He also explained that the maintenance of the building is
carried out by volunteers and if the Council was unable to support this project, it
would delay the work.

Ruby Livesey addressed the Committee on the £7,128 application to help cover the
costs of acknowledging and celebrating the agricultural heritage and community of
Didcot, by holding a ‘Didcot Dairy Story’ event, exhibition, and magazine.

If the Town Council was unable to fully support this project, the volunteers would do
everything they can to ensure the exhibition was a success.

Racheal Spindler spoke on Boundary Park’s £5,000 application to help towards the
running costs of the annual ‘Bands at the Boundary’ event in June 2024 .Various
amounts have already been secured and sponsorships are in place for this annual
event. Should the Council be unable to support Bands at the Boundary, the event
may need scaling back.

Faye Golding-King spoke on Home Start Oxfordshire’s £7,000 application to help
support Didcot residents with trained home visiting volunteers, two parent and baby
support groups and one to one tailored support sessions with a skilled Family
Support Worker.

When asked the question on how Home Start would be impacted should the Council
be unable to provide the full amount, Faye explained that the charity would continue
to fundraise so that the support could still be provided.

Faye Mortenson was unable to attend the meeting. It was decided that her
application for £1,7077.12 to help fund exercise and weekly coffee morning sessions
for the elderly community in Didcot, be considered at the September meeting so that
she can present it to members of the Committee and answer any questions they
might have.
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All applicants were thanked for their presentations and informed that future
applications would still be considered. Applicants were also reminded of the various
other authorities which could also be contacted for grants.

Standing Orders were re-instated.

8. To review the grant application report summary
The Committee discussed each application.
Clir N Hards left the meeting so that members could discuss the application from the
Great Western Railway Society. It was felt that this application did not quite meet the
needs of the town as the other applications did.

It was proposed by Clir G Ryall, seconded by Clir G Roberts, and RESOLVED to
defer this application to the September meeting. All members agreed.

Clir N Hards rejoined the meeting and discussions.

After much discussion, it was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by Clir N Hards,
and RESOLVED to award TRAIN 75% of their requested amount: £7,863. The vote
was unanimous.

Riverside had initially asked for a much larger sum but had since revised their
application. It was proposed by Clir N Hards, seconded by ClIr D Aragao, and
RESOLVED to award Riverside 75% of the requested amount: £4,125. The vote was
unanimous.

The Bowls Club application was discussed. It was proposed by Clir G Ryall,
seconded by Clir J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to defer this application to the
September meeting. The vote was unanimous.

Members discussed the need to support local heritage and culture and suggested
future budgets could include a cost centre for local culture and funding historical
types of projects locally.

The Didcot Dairy application was discussed. It was proposed by Clir G Ryall,
seconded by ClIr D Aragao, and RESOLVED to award Didcot Dairy £500 toward
their project: 6 members agreed, 1 member abstained.

Members agreed that the Bands at the Boundary event was a positive event for
Didcot and wanted to support it. It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by Clir
J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to award Boundary Park the full amount of £5,000 on
the condition that after this year’s event, organisers would ‘hold back’ some of the
profit to help cover the 2025 event: 6 members agreed, 1 member abstained.

After discussing the Home Start application, it was proposed by Clir J Broadbent,
seconded by Clir N Hards, and RESOLVED to award them 75% of their requested
amount: £5,250. The vote was unanimous.

- The total amount awarded at this meeting, amounts to £22,738.
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9. To review the effectiveness of the internal audit control for 2023-2024
and whether it is time to gather quotes for a new contractor
Members discussed this item and the best practice procedures.
It was proposed by Clir G Ryall, seconded by Clir N Hards, and RESOLVED to
change internal auditors every three years. The vote was unanimous.
A new internal auditor will be investigated next year.

10.To review the progress report
The Committee reviewed the report.
It was confirmed that the grass verge maps would be made available to Councillors
to view, and a statement would be added to the website. The OSM was due to have
a ‘walk around’ with the contractor on Wednesday 22" May 2024 to look at the
areas in Didcot which had been missed.

Costs had been received for the CCTV cameras and would be forwarded to
members.

No response had been received from Restore.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed: (Chair) Date:
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Didcot Town Council

Finance and General Purposes Committee
17" June 2024 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this Committee.

Present:

Councillor T Worgan (Chair)

Councillor D Aragao

Councillor G Ryall

Councillor J Loder

Councillor C Jennings (Subbing for Clir G Roberts)
Councillor A Hudson (Subbing for Clir N Hards)

Officers:

Mrs J Wheeler — Town Clerk (TC)
Mrs L Blake — Deputy Town Clerk (DC)

11.To receive apologies

Apologies were received from Clirs N Hards, J Broadbent and G Roberts.

Clir A Hudson substituted for Clir N Hards, and ClIr C Jennings substituted for Clir G
Roberts.

12.To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with
Didcot Town Council’s code of conduct

No declarations were made. Clir C Jennings later declared a pecuniary interest in

item 14 and left the meeting.

13.To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 20" May 2024

The Chair paged through the minutes. It was proposed by Clir J Loder, seconded by
Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to approve the minutes as an accurate record and note
them as such. The vote was unanimous.

14.Questions on the Minutes as to the progress of any item

Clir T Worgan explained that a previous Grant Aid applicant had asked that their
application be discussed at this meeting. The decision was made to stick to the
previous decision of considering applications at three grant meetings throughout the
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year — the next meeting where this could be discussed would be on 23 September
2024. All members agreed with this.

15.To note the unaudited financial statement for 2023-2024 financial year

It was proposed by Clir J Loder, seconded by Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND the unaudited financial statement for the 2023-2024 financial year.
The vote was unanimous.

16.To review and approve the fixed asset register for 2023-2024

The Town Clerk informed the Committee that the main change to the document was
the addition of the new Community and Sports Pavilion in Edmonds Park.

Clir C Jennings asked whether the new Pears Mapping software would be used the
in the future to help curate this document. It was confirmed this would be used.

It was proposed by Clir J Loder, seconded by Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND the fixed asset register for 2023-2024. The vote was unanimous.

17.To review and approve the final report from the internal auditor

The Committee reviewed the internal auditor report.

Clir G Ryall congratulated staff on their work — the report showed only two minor
recommendations.

It was recommended that Officers investigate potential use of a Customer
Relationship Management package, the cost versus the benefit.

It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by Clir G Ryall, and RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND the final report from the internal auditor. The vote was unanimous.

18.To review and recommend to full Council the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) and financial statements for the year ended
31st March 2024

The Committee reviewed the AGAR and the explanation of variances. The Town

Clerk confirmed additional information will need to be provided this year, due to the

‘business’ transacted by the Council, exceeding 2 million. This information will

include bank statements.

It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by CliIr J Loder, and RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and financial
statements for the year ended 31st March 2024, to full Council. The vote was
unanimous.

19.To review and approve the financial reports for April 2024 (under the new
coding)

The Committee noted the reports under the new codes, the income and expenditure

of each Committee was summarised separately.

It was noted on page 9.37, that the balances owed by Croudace and Coop Earley,

had been paid in March and should have been removed.

It was proposed by Clir T Worgan, seconded by ClIr G Ryall, and RESOLVED to

approve the financial reports for April 2024. The vote was unanimous.

20.To note a report on the centre piece for the new sand pit at Edmonds Park
The Committee noted the recommendations on the design from the Outdoor
Services Manager.
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It was proposed by Clir G Ryall, seconded by Clir C Jennings, and RESOLVED to
approve the spend of up to £1,000 on a new centre piece, a castle, for the sandpit in
Edmonds Park. The vote was unanimous.

21.To consider the cyber protection proposal

Members discussed the proposal and the quote received.

Clir D Aragao queried the effectiveness of removing the existing ESET anti-virus and
replacing with EDR 24:7, when they could run alongside each other. Members did
not feel informed enough to make a decision at this stage. Although they know the
importance of the Council being fully protected, they requested that Officers explore
other packages that are easy to use and more widely available than Sentinel. There
may be other products in the market place that offer a similar level of protection and
allow the Council to provide its services efficiently.

It was RESOLVED to bring this item back to a future meeting once more information
has been gathered. All members agreed.

22.To review the progress report

The Committee reviewed the report.

Restore had still not been in contact with DTC regarding their proposed building
project, but it was noted that their architect had stated that work could commence in
2024. No planning application has been submitted yet.

Clir C Jennings explained that the grass cutting is still an issue within the town, with
a lot of confusion over the responsibility of some areas. A discussion was had over
the out-dated maps provided by OCC and potentially arranging meetings with the
District and the County Council. It was also noted that some areas are either under
management companies or still with the developer. Members suggested noting
problematic areas and issues, so that they can be raised with District and County.

23.Exclusion of the press and public

It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting pursuant to
Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 on the grounds that
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential
nature of the business to be transacted.

24.To review quotes for the proposed new CCTV cameras
Due to living in close proximity to one of the proposed cameras, Clir C Jennings left
the meeting at this stage and did not participate in discussion.

Members reviewed the quotes and requested that Officers ask for more clarity from
SODC, as to what it was the Town Council would be paying for.

It was proposed by Clir G Ryall, seconded by Clir T Worgan, and RESOLVED to
defer this item to the next meeting, so that more information could be obtained. All
members agreed.

Clir C Jennings returned to the meeting.
25.To consider the appointment of an Estate Administrator (agreed in principle

by the Personnel and Administration Committee)
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The Committee noted the confidential staff report from the Town Clerk. They
supported this proposed appointment and expressed a hope that this would give
time to the Town Clerk and the Deputy Town Clerk to apply for more grants. It was
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND the appointment of an Estate Administrator to full
Council. The vote was unanimous.

The meeting closed at 8.46pm.

Signed: (Chair) Date:
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Didcot Town Council

Environment & Climate Committee
Wednesday 15" May 2024 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall

Minutes

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct
record by the next meeting of this committee.

PRESENT

Councillors:

Clir G Roberts (Acting Chair)

Clir K Morrison (Acting Deputy Chair)
Clir J Broadbent

Clir S Cole

Officers:

Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk - TC)

Mrs L Blake (Deputy Town Clerk - DC)

Mr M Blake (Outdoor Services Manager - OSM)

One member of the public attended.

1. To elect the Chair of the Environment and Climate Committee

The Acting Chair, Clir G Roberts, opened the meeting and called for
nominations. It was proposed by Clir K Morrison, seconded by Clir S Cole, and
RESOLVED to appoint Clir G Roberts as the Chair of the Environment and
Climate Committee. The vote was unanimous and there were no other
nominations.

2. To elect the Deputy Chair of the Environment and Climate
Committee

Clir G Roberts proposed Clir K Morrison as the Deputy Chair. This was seconded by
Clir S Cole and RESOLVED to appoint Clir K Morrison as Deputy Chair of the
Environment and Climate Committee. There were no other nominations, and the
vote was unanimous.
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3. To receive apologies

Apologies were received from Clirs A Hudson, Z Mohammed, and A Macdonald.

4. To receive declarations of interest

No declarations of interest were received.

5. To review the Environment and Climate Committee Terms of Reference

The Committee reviewed the terms of reference. Clir J Broadbent proposed that the
‘Big Tidy Up’ remain in the terms of the Committee, which could include routine
litterpicks around the town and encouraging volunteers to take part.

The Town Clerk queried the remit of the Christmas Lights and whether this would fall
under the control of the Property and Facilities Committee due to the recent change
in the budget codes.

It was proposed by ClIr J Broadbent, seconded by Clir S Cole, and RESOLVED to
accept the terms of reference as stated, until such time as an amendment would be
needed regarding the lights. All members agreed.

6. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 11t March 2024 as a true
and correct record

It was proposed by ClIr K Morrison, seconded by Clir G Roberts, and
RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes as a true and accurate record of the
meeting, and note them as such.

All members agreed.

7. Questions on the minutes and review the progress report

The Committee noted the progress report — shown on the next page.

Clir J Broadbent queried whether any update had been received regarding birds
of prey being used to deter the geese at Ladygrove Lakes. The DC confirmed
that a response had been received from a specialist who had explained that
intensive visits would be needed initially to establish a predatorily presence. This
would involve 2-3 visits a day, over four weeks at a cost of around £12,000.

There were no other questions.
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Action | Responsible | Rating | Meeting 11.03.2024 15052024 |

~ Ry Al
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Ob ¢ oMMENDATION  MIANWTE T -
Lorl SERVICE AWARDS

Draft P&A Minutes 3™ June 2024

6. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8™ Aprij A
It was proposed by Clir H Macdonald and seconded by Clir D Macdonald and
RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true record. Tﬁg/vote was unanimous.

-
e

7. Questions on the Minutes -

There was a query on project management trginﬁg. The Town Clerk confirmed that
it was delegated to officers to tailor this training to project management specific for
Didcot. The trainer had a good reputati n’but the course would need to be worked in
with current everyday workloads/

8. To review the list of g,u{side bodies and working groups — deferred from
the Annual Meeting d

The Leader, ClIr Chris Jehnings, requested that this list was deferred from the
Annual Meeting. He spoke of the desire to establish working relationships with key
stakeholders in the'town. It was unclear which groups he wanted to build a
relationshWCllr Jennings spoke of service level agreements with these groups.
Clir H Magdbnald wanted to see a report or up-date on what each outside body is
doing.

9. To reconsider the long service recognition scheme

The Town Clerk gave an up-date of the work completed on this item since it first
came on the agenda around a year ago. After further debate it was RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND the following:

18t five years of service — voucher for £50 and letter of thanks

18t ten years of service — voucher for £100 and letter of thanks

18t twenty years of service — voucher for £200 and letter of thanks

Twenty-five years of service — a bespoke medal in appreciation of long service. The
cost of the medal would be in the region of £398.86 each plus a first time cost of
£748.

We have on member of staff who has been working with us for 28 years. There was
no decision on whether and how to recognise his thirty years when he achieves this.

Total value of the awards would be:

2024 - £1050

Nine staff at five years @ £50 = £450

Two staff at ten years @ £100 = £200

Two staff at twenty years @ £200 = £400

2025 - £50 — for one member of staff at five years.

Two medals would be made for two staff at twenty five years at a cost of approx..
£1,545.72 — inc one off cost of £748 to make the die.

10. To review a draft policy on banning live pets as prizes-on DTC land

The draft Policy was discussed. It was RESOLVED to-RECOMMEND this Policy for
approval at full Council.

11. Tore"ie/wdménts on the cemetery rules
et
ol (1)
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4 d (ii) — Recommendation Minute 12 — Ladygrove Fishing Association new agreement

AGREEMENT

relating to

LADYGROVE LAKES, DIDCOT

between

DIDCOT TOWN COUNCIL
and

LADYGROVE FISHING ASSOCIATION

THIS AGREEMENT is dated XXXXX

4 d (ii) — Recommendation Minute 12 — Fishing Club Agreement - 1



4 d (ii) — Recommendation Minute 12 — Ladygrove Fishing Association new agreement

PARTIES

(1) DIDCOT TOWN COUNCIL, Civic Hall, Britwell Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11
7HN (Lessee)

(2) LADYGROVE FISHING ASSOCIATION (Fishing Club)

RECITALS

(a) References to the Council and Lessee are references to Didcot Town Council in
its capacity as lessee and local authority

(b) References to the Club are references to Ladygrove Fishing Association

AGREED TERMS
1. INTERPRETATION
1.1 The definitions and rules of interpretation in this clause apply in this agreement.
Facilities: The Lakes at Ladygrove (one large, one small).
Necessary Consents: all consents, licenses, permissions, certificates,
authorisations, and approvals whether of a public or private nature which shall be

required by any competent authority for the Permitted Use.

Permitted Use: use as a fishing location by members of a certified Angling Club,
and those with annual permits and day tickets.

Fishing Competition: fishing events open to members of the Fishing Club and non-
members.

Usage Agreement Period: five years - as set by the Council.
1.2 Clause headings shall not affect the interpretation of this agreement.
1.3 A person includes a natural person, corporate, or unincorporated body.

1.4 Unless the context otherwise requires, words in the singular shall include the
plural and, in the plural, include the singular.

1.5 Unless the context otherwise requires, a reference to one gender shall include a
reference to all other genders.

4 d (ii) — Recommendation Minute 12 — Fishing Club Agreement - 2



4 d (ii) — Recommendation Minute 12 — Ladygrove Fishing Association new agreement

1.6 Unless otherwise specified, a reference to a particular law is a reference to it as
it is in force for the time being, taking account of any amendment, extension,
application, or re-enactment and includes any subordinate laws for the time
being in force made under it and all orders, notices, codes or practice and
guidance made under it.

1.7 A reference to writing or written excludes faxes.

1.8 Any obligation in this agreement on a person not to do something includes an
obligation not to agree or allow that thing to be done and to prevent such act or
thing being done by a third party.

1.9 References to clauses are to the clauses of this agreement.

1.10 Any phrase introduced by the terms including, include, in particular, or
any similar expression, shall be construed as illustrative and shall not limit the
sense of the words preceding those terms.

2. MANAGEMENT OF THE LAKES

2.1 The Council allows the Club to use the Facilities for Permitted Use during the
Usage Agreement Period.

2.2 The Club acknowledges that:

(a) The Club shall have no exclusive right of occupation of the Facilities and that
no relationship of ‘landlord and tenant’ is created between the Council and
the Club by this agreement

(b) The Council retains control and possession of the Facilities, and the Club has
no right to exclude the Council or any Council staff members, Town
Councillors, or any contractor sent on behalf of the Council, from the Facilities

(c) Use of the Facilities by the Club and its members will be allowed subject to
adherence to the ‘Rules for Fishing at Ladygrove Lakes’

(d) All ‘hard landscaping’ work will be carried out by trained Council staff. The
Club will be notified of what work will be needed and when it will be carried
out. Some decisions for this work will be made by the Environment and
Climate Committee, but any emergency work required under Health and
Safety reasons, will be subject to authorisation from the Outdoor Services
Manager, the Outdoor Services Supervisor, the Deputy Town Clerk, and/or
the Town Clerk. Members of the Club are welcome to work alongside the
Council staff.

(e) The Council will be responsible for the general maintenance of the site, in the
first instance, to include routine grass cutting, tree and hedge pruning. Trees
will be subjected to inspections by the Council’'s Tree Inspection contractor
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4 d (ii) — Recommendation Minute 12 — Ladygrove Fishing Association new agreement

and any works to trees will be undertaken by trained Council staff or the
Council’s contractor. Permission to carry out works may be given on a job-by-
job basis — but this is strictly subject to risk assessments and the competence
of the Club member wishing to do the work. The final decision in every case
is with Didcot Town Council and there is no automatic right to carry out works
without permission. The Ladygrove Lakes are a public Facility open to all.
Didcot Town Council must retain ultimate control on any works carried out to
ensure the safety of this Facility.

(f) The Council reserves the right to close the lakes for fishing due to, but not

~ limited to, adverse weather conditions, water level concerns and issues with

disease and/or algae bloom.

(g) This agreement is personal to the Club and is not assignable and the rights
given by this agreement may only be exercised by the Club, and its
members.

2.3 Didcot Town Council is liable for works carried out at the lakes and therefore
must control what is done and when.

2.4 The Club acknowledges that the Facilities are part of a public area to which
members of the public have access.

2.5 The Club shall maintain public liability insurance in respect of the Club and its
activities and provide the Council with copies of this, and relevant risk
assessments and method statements, annually.

2.6 The Council shall annually make up the fishing permits to be sold from 1t April
each year.

2.7 Didcot Town Council is registered by the Cefas Fish Health and Inspectorate
(FHI) under the Aquatic Animal Health (England and Wales) Regulations 2009
as an operator of an Aquaculture Holding at Ladygrove Lakes and is the only
authorised authority to introduce and remove fish at the lakes.

2.8 Should the Club notice anything deemed an emergency, the relevant Officer at
the Council would need to be contacted immediately.

2.9 The Club may be able to carry out exceptional emergency works ‘out of hours’
as long as clear guidelines have been previously agreed with the Council and all
risk assessments are in place but members are not to put themselves in danger
by doing so. There is no automatic right to carry out works.

3. WATER BAILIFFS

3.1 The Club shall provide up to six Water Bailiffs to patrol the lakes and check that
only permitted anglers are using the Facilities.
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3.2 Each Water Bailiff will be required to submit an application to the Council and will
need to abide by the Water Bailiff Code of Conduct.

3.3 Each applicant will be required to undertake a DBS check. The cost of the DBS
checks will be reimbursed to each Water Bailiff, by the Council, on receipt of a
positive check.

3.4 Successful applicants will have an identity card produced by the Council. This
will be limited to six Water Bailiffs being registered at any one time.

3.5 DBS checks are to be renewed every three years.

4. USE OF THE FACILITIES
4.1 The Fishing Club shall use reasonable endeavours to:

(a) Ensure that members of the Fishing Club and all visitors of the Facilities on
orders of the Fishing Club, keep the Facilities clean, tidy, and clear of all
rubbish

(b) Not use the Facilities other than for the Permitted Use

(c) Not make any alterations or addition whatsoever to the Facilities without the
prior consent of the Council

(d) Not do on/in the Facilities or allow anyone else to do on/in the Facilities,
anything which is illegal, or which may be or become a nuisance (whether
actionable or not), annoyance, inconvenience or disturbance to the Council,
members of the public, and occupiers of neighbouring properties

(e) Not cause damage to the Facilities, the neighbouring areas, or any
neighbouring properties

5. MAINTENANCE OF THE FACILITIES

5.1 The Council, as lessee, will maintain the Facilities to the standard and frequency
applied to land owned by the Council, which will include:

(a) Routine maintenance

(b) Litter picking

(c) Emergency maintenance
(d) Hard landscaping

5.2 The Club is to ensure no vehicles are to be taken onto the land surrounding the
lakes. Should an emergency and need for vehicles at the site arise, permission
must be given, in writing, by the Town Council. This would be for a very limited
period of time.
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6. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

6.1 The Council shall pay the Club the annual income generated from the annual
permit sales, subject to the Club providing the Council with a breakdown on what
this sum would be used for.

6.2 The Club will need to ensure financial transparency with the Council regarding
this annual running cost.

7. FISHING COMPETITIONS

7.1 The Club shall not organise any Fishing Competitions at the Facilities without first
giving the Council prior notice and obtaining approval. These events will be
limited to one a month. The Club shall provide the Council with a list of these
dates so that they can be advertised on the Council's website.

7.2 The Club will provide the Council with risk assessments and method statements
for each event. This needs to include confirmation of emergency contact and the
approximate number in attendance.

7.3 The Council may give its consent, subject to any reasonable conditions that it
feels appropriate.

7.4 The Club acknowledges that any consent given by the Council is a consent from
Didcot Town Council acting solely as lessee and where any other necessary
consent is required from a higher authority for the purpose of holding a Public
Event (entertainment licenses for example), must be obtained by the Fishing
Club separately.

8. INDEMNITY

8.1 The Fishing Club shall indemnify the Council and keep the Council indemnified
against all losses, claims, demands, actions, proceedings, damages, costs,
expenses, or other liability in any way arising from:

(a) The rights granted to the Fishing Club under the terms of this agreement

(b) Any breach of the Fishing Club’s obligations contained in this agreement

(c) The exercise of any right granted to the Fishing Club under the terms of this
agreement

9. TERMINATION
9.1 This agreement shall end on the earliest of.

(a) Five years from the date of this agreement
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(b) The expiry of any notice given by the Council to the Fishing Club at any time
of breach of any of the Fishing Club’s obligations contained in this agreement

(c) The expiry of not less than 12 months’ notice given by the Council to the
Fishing Club, or by the Fishing Club to the Council

10.NOTICES AND CONSENTS

10.1 Any notice or other communication required to be given under this
agreement shall be in writing and shall be delivered personally, sent by recorded
delivery, or by email to Nathan Thompson (Chairman), with the read receipt
option enabled.

10.2 Any notice or other communication shall be deemed to have been duly
received:

(a) If delivered personally, when left at the address or handed to the contact

(b) If sent by recorded delivery and the communication has been tracked and
shown as received

(c) If the ‘read receipt’ has been received from the email

10.3 The provisions of this clause shall not apply to the service of any
proceedings or other documents in any legal action.

10.4 Where the consent or approval of the Council is required under this
agreement, it shall only be valid if it is given by the Council in writing, signed by a
duly authorised person.

11. LIMITATION OF OWNER’S LIABILITY
11.1 Subject to clause 11.2, the Council is not liable for:

(a) The death of, or injury to the Club, its employees, volunteers, members, or
invitees to the Property

(b) Damage to any property of the Club or that of the Club’s employees, volunteers,
members, or invitees to the Property, or

(c) Any losses, claims, demands, actions, proceedings, damages, costs, or
expenses or other liability incurred by the Club, or the Club’s employees,
volunteers, members, or invitees to the Property in the exercise or purported
exercise of the rights granted by this agreement

- The Council shall in no way be responsible for third party claims arising from
the activities of the Club, who must have public liability insurance policy fo
cover such claims

11.2 Nothing in clause 11.1 shall limit or exclude the Council’s liability for:
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(a) Death or personal injury or damage to property caused by negligence on the part
of the Council or its employees, or

(b) Any matter in respect of which it would be unlawful for the Council to exclude or
restrict liability

12.RIGHTS OF THIRD PARTIES

12.1 A person who is not a party to this agreement may not enforce any of its terms
under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.

13. GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION

13.1 This agreement and any dispute or claim arising out of or in connection with it,
or its subject matter or formation (including non-contractual disputes or claims)
shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the law of England and
Wales.

13.2 The parties irrevocably agree that the courts of England and Wales shall have
exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute or claim that arises out of, or in
connection with this agreement, or its subject matter or formation (including
non-contractual disputes or claims).

The Council reserves the right to alter the terms and conditions of this agreement at
short notice.
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This agreement has been entered into on the XXX of XXX 2024.
Signed by:

Ladygrove Fishing Association — 2 members
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This Usage Agreement will expire on XXXX.
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DidCOt TOWﬂ COU ncil Recommendation from P&F Committee — minute 13

Property & Facilities Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on
24 June 2024

Report author: Janet Wheeler

Recommendation Minute 13 — To approve the
purchase of two induction hobs and ovens for the
Civic Hall kitchen

This item should have been listed on the agenda for the full Council meeting. Due to the
purchase being over £5,000 — the option is to defer this until the September full Council
or approve at this meeting to allow the purchase to go ahead. There is a degree of
urgency because only one oven can work in the kitchen at the moment — and this is not
enough for larger events.

For further background information - Please see the attached comprehensive report
by Arek Guzinski regarding the option of gas versus induction. There has been much
debate over the option to remove the old gas ovens from the Civic Hall kitchen in favour
of a more sustainable, safer and green alternative.

The upgrade to include the installation of two induction hobs and ovens was approved
by the Property and Facilities Committee;

It was proposed by Clir L Hislop, seconded by Clir D Aragao and RESOLVED to
purchase the two induction hobs and ovens from Cater-Kwik at a cost of £3880.99 +
VAT each. Total expenditure: £7,761.98 + VAT,

Recommendation
That the Council formally ratifies this purchase described above.

Janet Wheeler

Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road Phone: 01235 812637
Dideot www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
0X11 THN Fax: 01235 512837
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Didcot Town Council — Didcot Civic Hall

Civic Hall Kitchen — Ovens and Hobs
Upgrade Report

Report Author: Arek Guzinski

Introduction:
During a recent annual gas safety inspection, the extraction fan was not able to
adequately remove the gas particles from the gas-powered hobs and ovens, and the
Civic Hall kitchen has subsequently failed the inspection.

An attempt to adjust the extraction fan speed was made, however, the fan is
developing a fault, and is unable to automatically increase its operation speed from
the “off” state.

As a result, one of the has oven and hobs units has been disconnected from the gas
supply. This resulted in less gas being produced, and the fan was able to pass the
gas inspection, but by a narrow margin.

A quote was received to attempt to fix the extraction fan in hopes to improve its
performance, and adjust the vents atop of the roof; however, the Health and Safety
advisor has recommended for the Town Council to consider replacing the ageing gas
ovens and hobs with more modern, safer, and more efficient induction hobs and
ovens, and eliminate several high-risk factors, and eliminate the need to adjust the
extraction fan and the vents.

Consideration:
The Committee should consider the base operating costs against the year-on-year
costs, along with the required remedial repairs and several risk factors and decide
whether to pursue a repair of the extract fan, the roof exhaust vents, and eventually
replacing the current gas hobs with newer gas hobs, or whether to ONLY replace the
oven and hob units with either electric or induction solutions.

The Committee should also consider the options of replacing one unit or both units,
and if the solutions should be “like-for-like”.

Findings:

1) Utility costs and power usage:

At the time of writing this report, Didcot Town Council’s utility costs were as follows:
- Gas: 6 pence per kWh.

- Electricity: 26.352 pence per kWh.

Upon some research, a gas oven would use approximately 1.5 kWh per use, while
an electric oven would use approximately 0.89 kWh per use.
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The base costs, in plain usage statistics alone, may indicate that a gas oven and
hobs would be cheaper to operate per hour, at 9 pence per hour, compared to 23.45
pence per hour for an electric oven.

However, when looking at the year-on-year usage, the induction hobs and ovens will
have a significant advantage. The primary consideration is energy efficiency.

While gas hobs and ovens are cheaper to run per hour, induction hobs and ovens
offer a 70% efficiency gain, meaning that more of the energy is transferred into the
food or pots and pans, as opposed to being wasted.

The induction and electronic ovens and hobs would also eliminate the annual gas
inspection costs, as there would be no gas equipment in the Civic Hall kitchen. The
current costs of the gas inspection are £384 — while this is usually done annually,
due to the recent failures, we have already had this inspection twice this year. If we
were to fix the extraction fan, and then replace the ovens and hobs with a gas
system, we would need to book two more inspections. Without the use of gas, we
would require only one annual inspection at the cost of £230.

Replacing the ovens with an electric or induction system would also eliminate the
need for repairing the extraction fan, which was recently quoted for at approximately
£2,396.00 + VAT, and eliminate the need to relocate the exhaust vent, which will
further reduce the repair costs.

The extractor fan could also be reduced to a slower setting, potentially saving on
power.

Another key consideration is that the Civic Hall utilises an array of solar panels on
the roof. These panels could provide power to the hobs and ovens, reducing the
operational costs slightly.

2) Health and Safety and convenience factors

Besides being cheaper in the long term, the induction and electric alternatives also
have a benefit of reducing the risk factor by a vast margin, compared to the gas
counterpart.

Firstly, replacing the ovens with electric or induction style equipment will effectively
remove any gas from the kitchen — this is a key consideration, as while the central
heating is still gas powered, only the kitchen equipment can be easily accessed, and
is operated by the hirers themselves.

Removing gas also removes the open flame from the kitchen, and with induction
ovens, also removes the risk of burns or accidentally leaving things on the hobs, as
they require special equipment. We would also no longer require the use of a spark
of matches/lighters to start up the hobs and ovens.

The flat surfaces of the induction and electric solutions are also easier to clean, and

induction hobs do not retain their heat, meaning that they can be cleaned as soon as
cooking is done. This also removes the risk of oil or fat fires.
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The hobs would also be overall easier to be operated and maintained, especially by
the hirers — while there is a learning curve to cooking with induction hobs, the
benefits include very consistent and precise controls of temperatures, and faster
cooking times, meaning that hirers could potentially reduce the length of hire for
events.

It is worth noting that the kitchen is not intended for preparation of food from scratch
— it’s primary use is for heating/reheating or keeping food warm for events. There are
very rare cases where food is made from scratch, as most people bring their own
catering in.

The overall risk factor of the kitchen as a whole would be reduced from a high-risk
environment to a low-risk environment, making the area safer for hirers, staff, and
contractors.

3) Unit costs

When comparing the unit costs for both gas and induction ovens, the prices for a
like-for-like solutions do not differ by much.

A B-hob gas oven, sized like-for-like, with a viewing window, costs £4,649.99 + VAT,
while a 6-hob induction oven from the same company on the same website costs
£4,699.99 + VAT.

For a lower quality gas oven, without fan assistance and without the viewing window,
the costs on the same website are around £1,699.99 + VAT - this is due to a sale on
the website, and the prices are usually around £2,149.99 + VAT,

Considering this, the cost for two cheapest gas ovens, without a sale, would be
£4,300 for the ovens, approximately £2,396 for the extraction fan repair, plus the
costs of inspections and the costs of works to the exhaust vents.

The total approximate cost to “upgrade” from gas to gas would be a minimum of
£6,696 plus VAT, while the costs of replacing the ovens for a like-for-like induction
system would cost £7,762 plus VAT, using the options which the Committee
discussed.

4) Climate Emergency
While considering all the findings in this report, it is worth remembering that in 2019,
Didcot Town Council has joined a nation-wide list of local councils by declaring a
Climate Emergency:
On Friday 1st May 2019 MPs passed a motion making the UK parliament the first in
the world to declare an "environment and climate emergency". This was followed by
the European Parliament declaring a 'Climate Emergency’ on 28th November 2019.

On Monday 10th June 2019 Didcot Town Council declared support for the climate
emergency with a fask of working with the District Council to bring down our CO2
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emissions both in production and consumption to reach carbon neutrality by 2030
and carbon zero by 2050.

It is therefore critical to consider the impacts of using gas, which cannot be obtained
from using renewable sources, against the use of electricity, which could be obtained
through solar power, as well as national grid of wind farms, hydroelectric power
plants, and other renewable sources. The higher efficiency of electrical equipment
will also lead to less wasted energy, higher accuracy when assessing the production
and emissions of CO2, and an overall long-term commitment to renewable, cleaner
energy.

5) Ease of use and monitoring

In the current configuration, the initialisation and monitoring of the gas ovens and
hobs is very time consuming for both staff and the hirers.

To allow the customer to use any hobs or ovens in the building, the officers need to
log into the reception computer and access the building management system (BMS),
in order to switch the main gas supply on, and enable the extraction fan — without the
fan operating, the gas valve will not open.

After all the BMS checks are done, the officers will have to use a key to manually
enable the gas flow and initiate gas proving in the room. This process can take some
time, due to the number of gas hobs and ovens used.

Once the proving is completed, the officers then have to assist with the operation of
the gas ovens, due to their age and recent failures to spark using the built-in spark.

For electric or induction ovens and hobs, the officers would not have to initialise the
gas, and the customer could start the cooking process quicker. To control the use of
ovens or hobs, a manual switch requiring a key could be installed.

6) Expected usage and charge rates

In its current state, the Civic Hall kitchen area does not see any major footfall —
approximately once every 1-2 months. The kitchen area is mainly used by large
community events, such as SOMA’s end of Ramadan (warming up pre-cooked food),
Food and Craft Fairs (warming up pre-cooked food, and using own grills for cooking
burgers), staff get-togethers (brunches, minor cooking, e.g., eggs and bacon,
warming up the rest), and occasional parties. Bookings with external catering also
hire the kitchen out to keep the food warm as opposed to cooking it.

In the current state, we estimate that the kitchen would be used for about 48 hours
per year. With this in mind, the total operational cost of the ovens using gas would
be £4.32, while electric ovens would cost approximately £11 — considering the costs
of the gas inspection, it would actually cost £158 per year for the use of the gas
oven, and £11 for the electric.

If the usage stayed around the same figure, we will still be eliminating an

unnecessary risk area of having gas installations in the kitchen, where they are
accessible to the customers.
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At the time of this report, the cost of kitchen hire costs £12.99 + VAT per hour — while
we could increase this to £15.99 + VAT per hour, it may be worth for the Committee
to discuss different kitchen packages options, e.g., using one oven, two ovens, or
hire without ovens (such as food storage etc).

Recommendation:

It is the Officers and the Health and Safety Advisor's recommendation to pursue the
purchase of two 6-hob induction units at a price of £3,880.99 (+VAT) each, and
remove the quote for adjustments to the extraction fan and the exhaust vents,
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