
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk

E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

Notice of a meeting of the 

Finance & General Purposes Committee
22nd January 2024 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

All members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee are summoned to 
attend this meeting for the transaction of the business on the agenda.

Admission of the public and media
The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from 
the meeting using social media.  As such members of the public may be recorded or 
photographed during the meeting. We ask that anyone wishing to record or 
photograph the meeting notifies the Town Clerk before the start of the meeting. 

Public participation
The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in 
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 30-32 on a matter before the 
Committee). 
 
At the relevant time during the meeting, the Chair will invite members of the public to 
present their questions and statements. Please contact the Town Clerk to participate 
on email – jwheeler@didcot.gov.uk

Didcot Town Council
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Agenda

1. To receive apologies
2. To receive declarations of interests.  Members are reminded to declare any 

interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with 
Didcot Town Council’s code of conduct.

3. To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th December 2023 –attached.
4. Questions on the Minutes as to the progress of any item.
5. To consider two grant applications – Didcot Baby Monday and Thames 

Valley Play Association – see attached. 
6. To approve the final figures for November 2023 accounts – see attached 

papers
7. To receive the budget papers for 2023 – 2024 with most of December 

figures – see attached papers
8. To receive the Edmonds Park Community & Sports Pavilion – cost report 8 –

and an up-date on the project - see attached papers.
9. To note the investment fact sheet at the end of December 2023 from CCLA 

– see attached.
10. To note the CCTV newsletter for second half of 2023 – see attached papers.
11. To approve a 36-month direct debit for Rabbits Van Hire for the outside team 

at a cost of £545 per month plus VAT. 
12. To consider the appointment of a consultant to overview the new North 

Brook Community Centre building (deferred from January full Council) – see 
report. 

13. To consider whether to have three grants meetings a year instead of every 
F&GP meeting – see attached report.

14. To approve the sum of £500 to be allowed for staff meetings and Christmas 
functions – see attached report.

15. To discuss the possible cost of making the Living Wage a policy for suppliers 
– see attached report.

16. To note the grant reports from Ridgeway Educational Trust; Free Christmas 
lunch 2023; HomeStart; Didcot Baptist Church Toddlers Group – attached.

17. To review the progress report – see attached.

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk
16th January 2024

18. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
Pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 
the committee will be asked to exclude the press and public from the meeting 
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted
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19. To receive the minutes of the CCTV December meeting – see attached 
confidential papers.

20. To up-date the Committee on the status of the agreement for Ladygrove 
East site – confidential papers. 

Voting members:
Cllr Tony Worgan (Chair)
Cllr Gavin Roberts (Deputy Chair)
Cllr David Aragao
Cllr James Broadbent
Cllr Nick Hards
Cllr Jim Loder
Cllr George Ryall 

Nominated Substitute members:
Cllr Olly Glover
Cllr Luke Hislop
Cllr Tony Hudson
Cllr Chris Jennings
Cllr Mocky Khan
Cllr Hugh Macdonald
Cllr David Rouane
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Finance and General Purposes Committee
18th December 2023 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this Committee.

Present:

Councillor T Worgan (Chair)
Councillor G Roberts (Deputy Chair)
Councillor N Hards
Councillor G Ryall
Councillor D Aragao
Councillor J Loder
Councillor J Broadbent

Officers: 

Mrs J Wheeler – Town Clerk

113. Apologies

Apologies were tendered by the Deputy Town Clerk.

114. Declarations of interests 

No declarations were made.

115. To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting held on 20th November 2023

The Chair paged through the minutes. It was proposed by Cllr J Loder, seconded by 
Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to approve the minutes as an accurate record and 
note them as such. The vote was unanimous. 

116. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

Cllr G Ryall asked a question regarding the issues with Thames Water connecting 
the new pavilion at Edmonds Park with water. The Town Clerk stated that the issue 
had been covered in detailed reports from our consultants Ridge & Partners which 
have been circulated to members. There were no further questions. 

Didcot Town Council



3 - Draft previous minutes of F&GP 18th December 2023

3 - 2

Post meeting note: Thames Water have successfully connected the new pavilion to 
water during their site visit earlier in the day. 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the representative from Citizens Advice to 
address the Committee regarding their Grant Aid application. All members agreed.

Public Participation
Deborah Watts spoke in support of Citizens Advice’s (CA) application of £11,000, to 
contribute to the cost of running the Didcot office. She explained that CA do not get 
any Government funding for the services they provide and that they are rapidly 
outgrowing their current space at King Alfred Community Centre whilst looking to 
carry out more outreach work. Last year the specialists at the CA in Didcot, helped 
approximately 1800 people, of which 993 lived in one of the Didcot wards. The 
clients rarely have single issues but one of the biggest challenges for 2024 is 
expected to be homelessness. The primary issue within Didcot is around access to 
benefits and debt, the biggest being council tax arrears. The CA are also struggling 
to recruit staff and volunteers and funding is always challenging. 

Cllr T Worgan thanked Deborah for the information and invited Councillors to ask 
questions. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

117. To consider one grant application – Citizen’s Advice – and to confirm the
treatment of the delayed grant for Abingdon Bridge charity

It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr N Hards, and RESOLVED to 
award the full £11,000 to Citizens Advice. All members agreed.

Deborah thanked the Committee and left the meeting.

Cllr T Worgan explained that although the Abingdon Bridge charity was awarded 
£4,200 at the last F&GP meeting, they have requested receiving the funds in the 
next financial year – from April 2024. The option was to reserve the grant from this 
financial year – which would mean no further funding for other grants – or to fund this 
grant from the 24-25 budget which would mean starting the new financial year with a 
lower amount of available grant funding. 

The Town Clerk informed members that there were two pending applications for 
consideration at the next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting – this 
was a request for £1,000 for the Oxfordshire Play Association Fun Day and £2,700 
for Didcot Baby Monday. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
award the £4,200 grant to Abingdon Bridge from the 2024-2025 budget. If there were 
any surplus funds in any cost centre at the end of the financial year, these could be 
vired to the 2024-2025 Grant Aid budget (with Full Council approval). All members 
agreed.

118. To receive and approve the final figures for October 2023 accounts
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The Chair paged through the report. 
It was proposed by Cllr J Loder, seconded by Cllr D Aragao, and RESOLVED to 
approve the accounts for October 2023. All members agreed.

119. To receive the draft budget figures for 2024 – 2025 financial year

The budget figures were based on a working precept of £1,470,433, up from the 
current precept of £1,331,855. Cllr T Worgan had worked with the Town Clerk, the 
Deputy Town Clerk and DCK Accounting Solutions to review current income and 
expenditure and project what will be needed to deliver services and facilities for the 
next financial year. At the meeting £116,000 was trimmed from the budget figures 
presented to the Committee at the November meeting.

The OSM also provided the Committee with a summary of the outdoor team’s 
workload and to confirm the need for the two replacement positions to be filled. 

The Committee considered the draft budget figures for the 2024-2025 financial year. 
The budget did not include any funds for the running costs of the Splash Park; no 
budget for the grass cutting or for boosting the end of year reserves. 

The Town Clerk identified a potential saving of £21,479 for not locking the gates at 
Edmonds Park - with the opening of the new pavilion in February 2024, the gates 
would need to be open in the evenings for hirers to access the facilities. The Town 
Clerk also informed the Committee of an approximate £15,000 saving on the utilities 
for the Willowbrook Leisure Centre as the Estates Officer had negotiated a much 
better fixed tariff. 

The Chair asked the Town Clerk to produce a report detailing these costs to be 
presented at the next meeting. 

Concerns were raised regarding the increase to the precept. The Chair explained 
that a lot of work had been taken to ensure increases were minimal without affecting
the quality and level of services of the Town Council and that the draft budget 
protects the services and produces a balanced budget for 2024-2025. 

Cllr G Ryall queried the large percentage increase in the cemetery budget (page 
7.32). 
NB - It was noted after the meeting that this was because there was no budget set 
for the maintenance of the cemetery in the 2023-2024 financial year. There are costs 
involved with maintaining the cemetery, with the driveways due to be filled and 
repaired in 2024.

Cllr J Broadbent asked that members consider increasing the Grant Aid budget by 
the inflation rate of 4.4% due to the increase in challenges faced by Didcot residents
- this would be an additional £2,000 increase – taking the cost centre to £47,000 per 
annum. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan and seconded by Cllr J Broadbent and 
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND the draft budget to Full Council for approval with a 
£2,000 increase to the Grant Aid fund (cost centre 201/3188). It was RESOLVED to 
retain the funding for the removal of the locking of Edmonds Park gates and the 
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Willowbrook utilities budget as these funds could be vired to cover extra grass 
cutting or Splash Park running costs. 

The Committee agreed to hold a Working Group meeting on the budget on 
Wednesday 3rd January 2024 at 6pm, so that members could discuss any particular 
concerns in more detail. Any changes to the draft budget would be presented to Full 
Council as an amendment at the meeting on 8th January 2024. 

All members agreed. 

120. To review and consider the Precept request for 2024 – 2025 financial year

The Committee reviewed the precept request as part of the 2024-2025 budget. The 
precept recommendation of £1,470,433 was proposed on a tax base of 11,035 which 
would result in a Band D property paying £133.25 per annum – an increase of 
approximately 7.7% or 5.2% on the council tax statement. 

The working tax base has risen from 10,767.8 to 11,035.3; the numbers of tax 
paying properties in Didcot has risen from 13,676 to 13,943 an increase of approx. 
2.5% based on increased housing and tax-paying properties. The Band D property 
tax would rise from £123.68 to £133.25 per annum – an actual rise of 5.2%. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan and seconded by Cllr N Hards and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the budget for 2024 – 2025 with a precept of £1,470,433 for the 2024 
– 2025 financial year. The vote was unanimous. 

121. To receive the Edmonds Park Community & Sports Pavilion – cost report 
7 – and an up-date on the project

The Committee noted the document from Ridge & Partners. The estimate of the 
construction costs is £2,193,034 and the overall project cost is £2,326,196. There is 
a contingency balance of £73,804 out of the total authorised expenditure of £2.4m. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that there will be additional costs of approximately 
£10,000 due to the need for a generator for two weeks, as the electricity is not 
connected. The Town Clerk would liaise with LIFE on this issue. 
The pavilion is due to be completed by 2nd February 2024, with potential new 
bookings to start in spring 2024. An official opening would be arranged. 
NB: it has been confirmed that the additional costs of the generator will be around 
£6,000 for two weeks and not £10,000.)

122. To note the investment fact sheet at the end of November 2023 from CCLA

The Committee noted the fact sheet. It confirmed that the interest rate was 5.30% as
of 30th November 2023.

123. To consider the revised request from Didcot Town Youth FC

The Committee considered the revised request detailed in the report. The Committee 
discussed the installation of a small kitchen area and tea urn in one of the changing 
rooms and the request to ‘fence in’ the compound. They were supportive of these, 
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subject to planning confirmation from SODC and confirmation that the costs would 
be covered by the Club.

The removal of the waste and the cost of the tournament park hire were also 
discussed. Members were keen to ensure all hirers were treated fairly and as such, 
DTYFC must pay the hire fee for the tournament fixture. The Club would not be 
permitted to dispose of their waste in the Town Council skips, due to the high cost of 
waste removal and the risk of contamination. Members were keen to ensure a 
detailed agreement was in place to protect both parties – this would not mean the 
Club has sole use of the facilities in the park. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the £5,000 charge per year (fixed for 3 years) for DTYFC’s use of 
Edmonds Park and the facilities during the football season. It was also RESOLVED 
to charge the Club the current hire fees for their tournament event (£720 from 1st

April 2024 – which would not include marking of the pitches) and inform the Club that 
they would be responsible for removing their own waste. Any amendments to the 
welfare unit would be agreed, subject to clarification from the planning authority. 

An amended draft agreement would be circulated to members for their approval. 

124. To review the progress report

The Committee noted the progress report. SODC had recently released a press 
release regarding the CCTVs in Didcot.

The Town Clerk advised that a meeting with Restore should be sought to understand 
their plans for their new property on DTC owned allotment land. It was suggested 
inviting them to attend the February or March meeting of the Committee. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that no response had been received regarding the AGAR 
query. 

125. Exclusion of the press and public
It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting pursuant to 
Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted. 

126. To review the confidential S106 draft agreement for Ladygrove East

The Committee reviewed the confidential draft agreements. The Town Clerk is 
currently liaising with solicitors regarding representation. 

Meeting closed at 9.32pm

Signed: __________________(Chair) Date: __________________
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Finance and General Purposes Committee
22nd January 2023

Report author: Janet Wheeler

Grant Aid applications

Introduction

1. The Committee is asked to consider two grant aid applications as set out in this 
report.

Recommendation

2. The Committee should consider these grant aid applications and agree an 
amount to award if the Committee decides to provide a grant. 

Background

3. Didcot Town Council has a policy of providing grant funding for organisations.
The following applications have been received and is summarised below for 
consideration:

a) Didcot Baby Monday
Date received: November 2023
Amount: £2700
Application summary: To help families with young children to 

engage with the community and combat 
isolation and loneliness 

Previous awards/ applications in the 
current and the preceding 2 financial 
years:  

2022   £1265

Supporting documentation held in 
the office:

Application form and supporting data

b) Oxfordshire Play Association
Date received: December 2023
Amount: £1000

Didcot Town Council
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Application summary: To help fund the family fun day event
Previous awards/ applications in the 
current and the preceding 2 financial 
years:  

2021   £1000
2022   £1000

Supporting documentation held in 
the office:

Application form and supporting data

Financial Implications

4. A total of £4,216 (FY 23/24) is left in the grant aid budget (201/ 3188) following 
the request from Abingdon Bridge to receive their grant of £4,200 in the next 
financial year. Therefore if we award the full sums requested we will have £516
left until the end of the financial year. 

Legal Implications 

5. The Council can give grants to organisations and the Council sets out its rules 
within its grants policy.

Risk Implications

6. The Council has a grant aid policy with which application(s) should comply.
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Finance and General Purposes Committee
22nd January 2024

Report author: Janet Wheeler

Financial Statements
Introduction
1. This report presents a summary of the Council’s financial activities throughout the 

month of November 2023. 

Recommendation

2. That the Committee formally notes and approves the financial statements for 
November 2023.

Background

3. Attached are monthly reports that present a summary of the Council’s financial 
activities at 30th November 2023: 
 

(a) the Cash and Investment reconciliations at 30th November 2023
(b) the detailed income and expenditure report by budget heading for 30th

November 2023
(c) detailed balance sheet (excluding stock movement)
(d) detailed profit and loss (excluding stock movement)
(e) Purchase Ledger aged account balances at 30th November 2023
(f) Sales Ledger aged account balances at 30th November 2023
(g) List of payments made between 1/11/23 and 30/11/23. 

Delegated authority

(a) Under Standing Order 100, the administration of the Finance and General 
Purposes budget is delegated to this Committee.

Legal and risk implications

(b) The Council is required to arrange for the proper administration of its financial 
affairs: this will include regular reporting.

Didcot Town Council
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(c) The Accounts and Audit Regulations require local councils to ensure that 
financial management is adequate and effective and have a sound system of 
internal control.

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk
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Finance & General Purposes Committee
Deferred from full Council on 8th January 2024
22nd January 2024

Report author: Janet Wheeler

To consider whether to appoint a consultant to 
overview the North Brook Community Centre

The new building

Didcot Town Council has agreed to take over the freehold ownership of the new 
community centre due to be built in Ladygrove North development. The building will be 
in Stephenson Way and will be named North Brook Community Centre (to distinguish it 
from the Willowbrook Leisure Centre also owned by DTC). The developer is Croudace 
Homes. 

The current situation

The previous Property & Facilities Manager worked closely with the developer on this 
building to agree a detailed specification. We were expecting to see this building 
completed around the same time as our own Community building at Edmonds Park. A 
recent meeting with Croudace Homes has confirmed that they are now expecting to 
complete the building in April 2025 – we do not know why this has slipped back such a 
long time. 

At this meeting – which was a handover from the land agent that we had been working 
with – the Estate Officer and myself felt that there was a distinct lack of effort on their 
part to work with us. There has been no communication or up-dates since this meeting 
and nothing sent over on items we have requested. 

Appointment of a consultant

It is the view of the Officers to ask the elected members whether they would wish to 
appoint a consultant to overview the build over the next fourteen months. Such an 
appointment would not be cheap and may cost around £25,000 however it may pay 
dividends later on when we are snagging the building prior to handover and during the 
first twelve months of ownership. 

Didcot Town Council

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
http://www.didcot.gov.uk/


Item 12 Possible appointment of a consultant to overview North Brook Building

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk

E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

12 - 2

There is no budget allocated but we are expecting just under £50,000 from Croudace 
Homes as the commuted sum due to be paid to DTC in April 2024. If members wished 
to use part of this sum to employ a consultant – we would need to replenish the 
£50,000 to allow for enough funding to equip the new centre from April 2025. This could 
be done in next year’s budget. 

Risk Implications

Having seen the excellent work carried out on the new building at Edmonds Park – the 
Officers are confident that our building will be built to a high standard. It will be less 
easy for a consultant to monitor North Brook as there is no contractual obligation for the 
developer to deviate from the agreed brief. However our view is that the presence of a 
professional would be beneficial in the long run and especially once the building is 
nearing completion. 

A professional would also give us a chance to install essential infrastructure during the 
build such as internet cables and other facilities. This would be more problematic and 
possibly more expensive once the building is completed.

There are also further risks that either cannot be fully predicted or lie outside the control 
of the Council.

If Council are minded for us to appoint a consultant, we would circulate a brief on 
Contracts Finder with a view to asking F&GP and P&F Committees to approve the 
appointment. 

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk
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Finance & General Purposes Committee
22nd January 2024

RReport author: Janet Wheeler

To consider having three grants meetings a year
Background

Didcot Town Council currently holds a meeting of the F&GP Committee once a 
month. The opportunity to receive and discuss grants applications are also once a 
month. On occasions the grants may be delayed for a month – usually when looking 
at the annual return in June and the approving the budget to present to full Council in 
December. 

Three grant meetings each civic year

Didcot Town Council has a grant cost centre of £45,000 per year. In 24-25 it will rise 
to £47,000 for the year. 

Cllr T Worgan - Chair of the F&GP Committee suggests that it may be better to have 
three main meetings where the grants are considered rather than at every monthly 
meeting. The advantage is that more time can be given to receive presentations and 
to ask questions. This would in turn allow more time in meetings where grants are 
not being considered to concentrate on the finances and other items that come to 
this Committee. 

Other Councils manage their grants with just a two or three meetings a year. Some 
Councils manage their grants in two tranches – larger applications over £5,000 and 
smaller applications under £5,000. 

Recommendation
The Chair initially proposes that three grant meetings of the F&GP Committee should 
be held in May; September and January. The F&GP agenda will not have any other 
items other than urgent items which are time sensitive. 

Legal and risk Implications

• The Council is required to arrange for the proper administration of its financial 
affairs: this will include regular reporting.

Didcot Town Council
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• The Accounts and Audit Regulations require local councils to ensure that 

financial management is adequate and effective and have a sound system of 
internal control.

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk
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Finance & General Purposes Committee
22nd January 2024

RReport author: Janet Wheeler

To consider the proposal to allow £500 for staff meetings 
and training sessions
Background

The Town Clerk holds around four staff meetings a year where the office staff and 
outside team can come together. Due to the different hours that staff work it is 
difficult to ensure that everyone can attend every meeting – but we do our best to 
make sure that as many staff attend as possible. 

We also have a couple of meetings which are more social. At Christmas we meet 
just before the festive break and cook a full English breakfast which is very popular. 
At other meetings there may be tea and cake or other suitable refreshments. It is 
relatively new for the outside team to join us for the staff meetings and the Town 
Clerk is keen that this should continue. 

The Town Clerk has historically been paying for these refreshments in addition to 
providing four pints of milk for the office to have tea and coffee each week. 

Proposal
The Leader and the Chair of the F&GP Committee propose allowing the sum of £500 
per year to pay for refreshments and the Christmas breakfast. The sum to come out 
of the Staff training cost centre 101/1108. 

Legal and risk Implications

• The Council is required to arrange for the proper administration of its financial 
affairs: this will include regular reporting.

• The Accounts and Audit Regulations require local councils to ensure that 
financial management is adequate and effective and have a sound system of 
internal control.

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk

Didcot Town Council
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Finance & General Purposes Committee
22nd January 2024

RReport author: Janet Wheeler

To consider a policy to follow the National living wage for 
staff and external contracts
Introduction

The Government has announced that the National Living Wage (and minimum wage) 
will increase from April 2024. 

The rate will go up from £10.42 per hour to £11.44 per hour. 
The rate for 18 – 20 year olds will go up by £1.11 to £8.60 per hour. 
The rate is extended to apply for the first time to those aged 21 and over. 
Employees aged 21 and 22 years will see an uplift of over 12%. 

The effect of this is compressing the NJC Green Book pay scales. The recently 
agreed pay settlement has already relinquished SCP 1 and now starts at SCP 2 
which is currently £11.62 per hour. 

The rate for some DTC staff and casuals – after 23/24 pay award

Casuals under the age of 18 will now receive £11.82 per hour (from £10.82). 
Casuals over the age of 18 will now receive £12.01 per hour (from £11.01). 

Therefore all DTC staff are paid above the National Living Wage. 

Outside contracts which require the appointment of working staff

Cllr Tony Worgan (Chair of F&GP Committee) proposes that DTC approves a policy 
where all future contracts will be required to pay their staff at least the National Living 
Wage. Typical contracts would be the cleaning contract which employs staff to work 
on our properties. 

Recommendation
The F&GP Committee should discuss and decide whether they wish the Town Clerk 
to draft a contract for the next meeting of this Committee (and then for 

Didcot Town Council
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recommending to full Council). The Committee need to agree in principle that they 
would want DTC to take this stance with future contracts. 

Legal and risk Implications

Legally binding contracts will need to specify this requirement before being awarded. 
The HR consultant will be consulted for the policy wording and any contractual 
paperwork. 

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
http://www.didcot.gov.uk/


Rachael Warwick M.A. (Oxon) Chief Executive Officer

Ridgway Education trust is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee. Registered Office: Didcot Girls’ School, Manor Crecent, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7AJ
Registered in England & Wales Company No, 8104201 VAT No. 138 005 37

Friday 24th November 2023
Sent via email to: council@didcot.gov.uk

Dear Councillor Macdonald

Thank you to Didcot Town Council for the generous donation of £1920 in July, which has allowed All Saints
Primary School to purchase a class set of keyboards and headphones. This has provided an incredible
opportunity for all learners to have access to a high-quality music curriculum and all learners will have the
opportunity to learn a musical instrument. Looking to the future, more of our students will be able to
consider GCSE, A-level, FE or University Music as an option and students have a life-long skill and passion
that they can share with the next generation.

We have a new exciting music curriculum which is currently being rolled out to two year 3 classes this
academic year and this is due to follow through into other year groups soon. The Sing Up curriculum offers
a high-quality music curriculum which is rich in musical progression and offers a wide variety of musical
experiences for students to develop skills and musical knowledge and musicianship. This will utilise the
recently purchased keyboards in the KS2 Classes to support the curriculum learning through performing
and composing. This is an exciting new opportunity for all learners to be able to learn a musical instrument
at a young age and develop a love of music making. Through the Sing Up curriculum, students will also be
able to sing regularly, increasing confidence and learning about their own vocal development and
technique, alongside learning keyboard technique and how sound is organised in a wide variety of styles.

Musical progress in year 3
Students have improved their keyboard skill by learning about Pitch, Texture, learning the notes of the
keyboard, how to warm up, playing simple melodies, composing their own melodies and accompaniments
in a variety of styles from traditional songs, folk songs thus far. They are focussing on developing excellent
keyboard technique using the 5-finger position and improving fluency of their motor skills to control the
sound. Students have also developed musicianship skills by following musical cues in a performance using
a musical structure, improving awareness of timing and pulse by performing along to a backing, using
voices and keyboards, and finally developing a love of music making.

With thanks again for your generosity. 

Yours sincerely

Rachael Warwick
CEO, Ridgeway Education Trust

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk


Didcot Christmas Lunch

Here is a short report about how the day went:-

The Christmas Day lunch for people on their own was once again a success and much 
appreciated by all the attendees and those who received dinner deliveries. This year was 
the most challenging yet as I had changed venues due to location and also the 
husband/wife chef couple who had cooked for the past three years were not able to this 
year due to family commitments.  I was let down a couple of times by chefs who said they 
could assist but fortunately a couple of weeks before the event the Operations Manager 
of the Baptist Church who is a very competent cook and had the necessary food hygiene 
certificates stepped in to save the day, her husband and an experienced chef who does 
not currently work as a chef assisted her

There were 70 dinners in total including those for the volunteers and two takeaway meals
given to attendees with loved ones at home.  Getting 28 attendees to and from the venue 
and then 30 dinners and hampers delivered all over Didcot to those who could not attend 
due to mobility or anxiety issues and within a 45 minute timeslot was a bit of a nightmare 
but it all worked out in the end.  As always there were a few changes up until the day 
before as some of the attendees were not well and felt they could not come out so I was 
constantly changing arrangements from lifts for them to the venue to dinner deliveries at 
a different time. 

After dinner we watched the King's speech then had a raffle with prizes before they all 
left at around 4pm with a hamper each

Needless to say they had an amazing day and were all very happy

Once again I had an amazing team of volunteers including the chefs, helpers in the room 
and volunteer drivers for pick-ups/drop-offs and dinner deliveries

It was a long and hard day and took many weeks to organise but it was worth it

My thanks to everyone for their kind donations

I attach a few photos of the day but more can be found on my Facebook page

Thank you again to Didcot Town Council for their kind donation – if it was not for DTC 
this event would not be able to take place.

Anna







Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire
197 Broadway
Didcot
Oxfordshire
OX11 8RU
admin@homestartso.org
www.homestart-southernoxfordshire.org.uk
01235 511152

Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales
Charity no. 1113941. Company no. 05443274.

Teresa Tye
Town Clerk
Didcot Town Council
Britwell Road, Didcot
OX11 7HN

6th December 2023
Dear Teresa,

Didcot Town Council Grant Aid Award 2023

I am writing as requested with an update for the Town Council following the grant of £7,000 
awarded to Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire.

Thanks to this funding from May 2023, we have been able to continue supporting families in 
Didcot who have young children and are struggling.

We have since been able to recruit and train five more volunteers. Four of the volunteers 
have become home-visiting volunteers and one is now volunteering in our referral-only 
Home-Start Parenting Group on Wednesdays (this volunteer was a previously supported 
family so can bring lots of lived experience to the role!)

We have received 18 referrals in from Didcot residents since May and have accepted 12.
They have been supported with weekly home-visiting volunteers and at our Home-Start 
Parenting Group.

Both of our parent and child groups have been busy. At our First Babies Group 100% of 
parents felt their child enjoyed the group and 71% of parents felt more prepared in meeting 
their child’s social and development needs. We’ve received great feedback such as:

“I love the group, it’s been an absolute lifesaver. Without it I would be in a much worse 
place. I've made many friends, thank you so much for running it.”

We are very grateful for the Town Council’s continued support of our charity as without 
help from our local council we wouldn’t be able to continue supporting all the families that 
need it most in Didcot. In these times where it’s becoming harder to fundraise, we 
especially feel that having the backing and support from our local council really shows other 
potential supporters that our work is valued.

Thank you once again and please pass on our thanks to all the councillors.

Yours sincerely,



Faye Golding-King
Development Manager
Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire



Didcot Town Council Finance and General Purposes 
Commiee

Grant Aid 24/04/23 £1884 towards Didcot Bapst Church Toddlers 
Group Playhouse, Gate, and Fence

Background: 
• The grant application was to fund a replacement life-expired fence and 

gate to secure the outdoor Toddlers’ play area, to replace the play 
summerhouse, with the labour costs for both. The play area would then 
be secure and useable.

• Funds received from Didcot Town Council: £1,884.00.



• Invoices for items purchased for the playhouse, gate, and fencing, and 
for putting them together totalled:

Purchase of playhouse 580.00
Playhouse concrete base & other items 628.00
Gate & fence materials 229.52
Rails/Spindles purchase 60.30
Contractor - erect playhouse, gate, fence             570.00
Total                                                                        £2,067.82

The Toddlers group meets on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays; the work 
was completed in June, and the children were able to use the outdoor play 
area for the rst me since before Covid. 

Many thanks to the Council, for their part in making this happen.



FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – PROGRESS REPORT Agenda item 17 
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Meeting/minute Item/topic Up-date/status Review date/meeting

Minute 31 – 22-06-20
Minute 140 – 25-1-21
Minute 33 – 21-06

CCTV cameras and the case for an extra 
camera

Agreed for two extra cameras but 
DTC may have to pay for one. 

SODC progressing – minutes of 
last meeting on agenda

Various meetings Status of Restore project and OSM’s plans 
for the allotment site

Review of use of site Suggest a meeting with the 
charity to understand their plans
– invited to Jan meeting but no 
response. 

Minute 81 – risk 
assessments

Specific risk assessments Professional input requested on 
these sheets

Specific /targeted risk register –
in progress when workload 
allows. 

Minute 139 – reposition 
of CCTV camera

Costs, feasibility and potential funding to 
be explored

To be progressed SODC progressing

Public participation
Football clubs

Special agreement requested to help the 
clubs afford the hire fees. 

Background work to be 
completed to see what is possible 
within the auditing guidelines. 

Agreed at full Council January –
suggest remove from progress.

Wayleave agreements Specialist surveyor recommended by SODC Town Clerk to contact the 
company to represent us. 

Agreements ready for signing –
DTC gets just £300 for the 
overhead cables – need to clarify 
whether this is annual. 

Minute 84 - Edfest and 
Hatwells Fair

Hatwells contacted re second choice dates Want to work with Edfest on first 
choice dates which clash. 
Environment to decide on their 
daily rate. 

Approved at full Council –
January – suggest remove from 
progress

Minute 87 - Security for 
DTC events and at the 
Civic Hall 

Security and actions in an emergency Town Clerk to speak to the Police 
in the first instance

TBC

Minute 89 – AGAR end 
of year reserves query

Query on information on end of year 
reserves

Letter sent but no reply Will ask again for a response –
then contact Smaller Authorities 
Audit Appointments (SAAA) to 
complain. 
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Minute 119 – splash 
park running costs

Report on the likely running costs of the 
splash park

Awaiting responses from the 
Contracts Finder portal

Responses to be opened on 1st

Feb and to be included on Feb 
meeting. 


