December 6t 2021

REPORT FOR DIDCOT TOWN COUNCIL 2021

Didcot Volunteer Drivers are very grateful for the funding granted by Didcot Town Council this year.

We have used £1016 to pay for the rent of our office and one afternoon’s rent for a meeting.
Fach month we have paid £50.45 for our telephone and internet costs.

The total amount spent so far is £1570.95

The money remaining, £98.30, will be spent on Talktalk costs for the next two months.

We have publicised our financial support from Didcot Town Council on letters and in an article in the local
press, Didcot Herald, in March 2021

The receipts from Didcot Methodist Church are attached along with an online invoice from Talktalk for one
month {we pay the same amount each month) and a copy of the article in the press.

All Didcot Volunteer Drivers and our 400+ clients in Didcot and the surrounding villages are really
appreciative of Didcot Town Council’s commitment to support our small local transport charity.
A thousand thanks from us all.

On behalf of Didcot Volunteer Drivers,

Margaret A Abbott.

Didcot Volunteer Drivers
Didcot Volunteer Drivers is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Reg. Charity no. 1183404,

Mereland Road, Didcot OX11 8RQ

E: info@didcotvolunteerdrivers.org.uk
W didcotvolunteerdrivers.org.uk
T: 01235 816709
Didcot Volunteer Drivers are financially supported by Clients, Oxfordshire County Councif & Didcot Town Council
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Mr Geoffrey Maunder
Bookings Manager
Didcot Methodist Church
c/o 164 Wantage Road
Didcot

Oxon

OX11 0AH

P
Didcot Methodist Church

Tel: 01235 818716

Email: geoffrey.maunder@gmail.com

Mr Tony Semmens

Didcot Volunteer Drivers

¢/o Didcot Methodist Church
Mereland Road

Didcot
0OX11 8RQ
20th January 2021
INVOICE No DV2021-01
Booking Total
Use of small room for 2021 at agreed rate
One year's hire £1,000
| TOTAL to pay £1,000 |

Payment must be made before use of the accommodation begins or within 10 days of the date of
this invoice, whichever is sooner. We reserve the right to levy an additional charge of 10% of the
amount due for each week that payment Is not received.

Cheques should be made payable to “Didcot Methodist Church”. Please write the invoice
number on the back of the cheque. Do not feave cash at the church.

Online payments may be made to HSBC Bank, Account name: Didcot Methodist Church,

Sort cade: 40-38-04, Account number: 04155408

Didcot Methodists — sharing God’s love in word and action through:
Worship and prayer; service in and with the community.
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Didcot Methodist Church

Mr Tony Semmens

Didcot Volunteer Drivers

¢/o Didcot Methodist Church
Mereland Road

Mr Geoffrey Maunder
Bookings Manager
Didcot Methodist Church
¢/o 164 Wantage Road
Didcot

Oxon

OX11 0AH

Tel: 01235 818716

Email: geoffrey.maunder@gmail.com

Didcot
0X11 8RO,

20th September 2021

INVOICE No DV2021-02

Booking Total
Use of lounge on 27th September 2021 14:00 — 16:00 £16.00
2 hours at £8 per hour
TOTAL to pay £16.00

Payment must be made before use of the accommodation begins or within 10 days of the date of
this invoice, whichever is sooner. We reserve the right to levy an additional charge of 10% of the

amount due for each week that payment is not received.

Cheques should be made payable to “Didcot Methodist Church”.

number on the back of the cheque. Do not leave cash at the church.
Online paymentis may be made to HSBC Bank, Account name: Didcot Methodist Church,

Sort code: 40-38-04, Account number: 04155408

Didcot Methodists — sharing God’s love in word and action through:
Worship and prayer; service in and with the community.

Please write the invoice
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News |

TRANSPORTATION Group seeking out more volunteers }

Didcot Volunteer Drivers with a cllent

Grant keeps drlvmg
service on the road

Rebecca Whittaker

* rebecca.whittaker@newstuest.co.uk

~ ADRIVING service to help
-elderly people has been
given more than £1,600 af-
ter assisting people every
“day of the pandemic.

Didcot Volunteer Drivers,
which was previously known as
Dideot Volunteer Centre until

" February 2020, has been given
a grant of £1,669.25 by Didcot
Town Council.

The group started in 1987 and
for 20 years it has been giving
Didcot residents an affordable
transport service. The group
helps people get to their appoint-
ments, go shopping and pick up
prescriptions.

Volunteer drivers use their
own cars to take people to ap-

‘pointments, stralght from their :

door and back again. :
Didcot Volunteer Drivers also

serves villages around the town,

to help those who are isolated

_ from regular transport links.

Now the service has more than
500 clients on its books and it is
in need of more volunteers,

" About a third of the clients are
over the age of 80 and the new
grant money will help provide a
better service.

Chair of Didcot Volunteels
Margaret Abbott said:.“We have

* to prioritise medical transport

because we have so few volun-
teers. It has been a vital service

.durmg the pandemic, buf it has

always been vital.
“There arve a lot of people.in

Didcot who do not have any rela- .

tives who live nearby, who do not

have the ability to get‘on the lo-

cal transport because they can’t
walk to the bus stop.”

It is personal
~ transport... ideally
~we would like
_ volunteers who are
~ retired and love
driving and also have
a sense of humour

. volunteers,

The clients contribute towards
the service and charge 45p per
mile for the round trip,

Ms Abbott said: “It is very af-
fordable because it works out as
about half the cost of a one-way
drive in a taxi and it is virtually
a taxi service because it is per-
sonal transport.”

_The volunteer group has a

small office behind Didcot Meth-

odist Church, which rents it to
the organisation, and £1,000 of '
the new grant will go towards
paying for the office for one year,

The rest of the money will help
cover the cost of the internet
and telephone bills,
© Ms Abbott is calling on more
but specifically

more drivers and a new chair. .
 She is stepping down in- 2022,
. after working' at the volunteer

service for more than 10 years.

- Ms Abbott said: “Ideally, we
would like volunteers who are
retired and love driving and also
have a sense of humour. “

For more information about
volunteering visit www.dideot-
volunteerdrivers.org.uk

SN S S i AN




