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NEWS 

 

Welcome to the October issue of Didcot Diary.  
  
The Council has had a busy summer with lots of events taking part in the 
parks, including fishing competitions, circuses and fairs to name a few.  Also 
Broadway Allotments celebrated 100 years and threw a party to celebrate!  
 
New Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk 
 
Didcot Town Council has a new Town Clerk—Kathy Fiander. 
 
Kathy joined the Town Council in July 2015 as Deputy Town Clerk and 
moved into the Town Clerk role in June 2016. 
 
Prior to working for Didcot Town Council Kathy worked for South Oxfordshire 
District Council in a variety of roles. 
 
The new Deputy Town Clerk is Tom Hudson, who joined us on 1st June 
2016. He has previously worked in a number of District and County Council 
roles, primarily relating to housing and social care, as well community and 
strategic development in the voluntary sector. 
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Ladygrove Lakes 

This autumn we have had a significant problem with blue-green algae in the 
lakes. The Town Council had the water tested by the Environment Agency which 
showed 428,980 cells per millilitre; the warning threshold is 20,000. Our level 
was twenty-one and a half times the threshold! These algae can, but do not 
always, produce toxins which are harmful to wildlife, dogs and humans. It is not 
possible to tell by looking at the algae whether it is producing toxins so we had 
to close the lakes as a precautionary measure. In humans it can cause skin 
rashes after contact or if the water is swallowed then you can vomit and suffer 
diarrhoea, fever and muscle/ joint pain.  

Algae photosynthesise during    
the day using sunlight to grow 
and produce oxygen as a result 
of this natural process. At night 
the algae then respire and use 
up the oxygen. If there is too 
much algae, it will reduce the 
oxygen in the levels in the lake, 
causing suffering to the fish who 
can suffocate through lack of 
oxygen. We have had the lake’s 
dissolved oxygen measured over 
a period of days to check that we 
have enough to keep the wildlife 

in the lakes happy. 

One of the fishing club’s aims this year is to look at installing an aerator in the 

small lake which usually has the problems with low oxygen. The club will use its 

funds to pay for this improvement which will help keep the water well aerated 

throughout the year.   

Repairs are due to the banks of the lake where there is natural erosion from 

wave action. We are in the process of getting quotes in to get this work 

completed. The finished back filled areas will be planted up so that the plants 

roots stabilise the soil beneath. 
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Didcot Town Council 

Parks and Gardens 

The weather broke in September with heavy rain but the temperatures have 

remained good for the time of year. After a summer of flowers in Broadway 

gardens, around the Civic Hall and at the cemetery, we have now removed the 

faded blooms and started preparing the ground for the winter pansies and bulbs. 

All the shrubs are getting an end of year trim in readiness for winter. 

 

Remembrance Parade Sunday 13
th

 November 2016 

We will be tidying the Garden of Remembrance ready for the Service of 

Remembrance on Sunday 13
th
 November, which takes place at 3pm at the Civic 

Hall. There is an updated order of service this year provided by the Royal British 

Legion. 

The parade takes place, starting at 2.45pm from Edinburgh Drive car park where 

the parade musters from 2.30pm. The roads from Vicarage up to Ernest Road are 

closed for the duration of the parade and service, starting at 2.30pm and finishing 

at 3.45pm. This is to ensure space for the parade to take up the full width of 

Broadway and for the public to participate as well.  

The parade will be led by the Caledonian Pipe 

Band along with a contingent from 11EOD 

Barracks followed by the Mayor, councillors, 

service cadets and local groups. It is an important 

day to remember all those who have made the 

ultimate sacrifice and to support 11EOD 

Regiment. 
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Didcot Town Council 

Broadways Allotment—100 year Party 
 
The Allotment holders marked the 
Centenary of Broadway Allotment site with 
an open day and party celebration on 
Saturday 16th July. The summer weather 
was warm and dry and many visitors 
came to see what the reality of having an 
allotment is like.  
 
Seasoned plot holders showed 
newcomers around and gave a run-down 
of what it entailed to work an allotment 
and how much quality home grown 
produce they could expect to grow from a typical plot.  
 
As a result the Town Council had new enquiries from this open day about 
taking on an allotment.  
 
Much can be learnt from visiting a well worked site, including the benefits of 
companion planting to help growth and reduce pests and diseases.  
 
A celebration cake with fresh drinks welcomed everyone to site and even 
young children got the chance to see the produce grown by other youngsters.  
 
 

 
Baby Memorial Clean-up 
 
The Co-op Funeral Care have 
donated their Stone Mason's 
community hours to cleaning up the 
Children's and Baby monument at 
Kynaston Road Cemetery. 
 
They have done an excellent job 
and it is really appreciated by all the 
community as this monument 
represents all those children and 
babies that have an unmarked 
grave.  
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Didcot Town Council 

Didcot Deep Clean 
 
South Oxfordshire District Council  organised a deep clean in Didcot between 
1 – 12 September 2016, eight days in total. 
 
Ladygrove was nominated by the public as needing a deep clean especially 
the Ladygrove Loop pathway. 
 
Didcot Town Council would like to thank South Oxfordshire District Council 
and Biffa for the big clean up. 
 
We have set the date for the next annual Didcot Town Council Litter-Pick: 
Saturday 4th March, 10am and 1pm. Keep your ears out for further info 
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Didcot Town Council 

Didcot Town Council John Eldridge Award 

Two simple words that make a big difference 

We’re asking people to nominate a Didcot based group 
or individual who has given their time and effort for the benefit of others, whether it 
is charity work, volunteering for a club or society or just being a good citizen and 
going that extra mile to help the people of Didcot. 

For a nomination form see our website or contact the council offices and we can 
email/post one to you. 

South News 

Lots of people like to keep up to date with the latest news from South Oxfordshire 

District Council through the Outlook magazine. Now South Oxfordshire want to 

give you more news more often and so there will shortly be available a new 

magazine called South News which will be available to all residents in the district 

and sent out every 2 months straight to subscribers email inbox. 

If you want to receive copies of South News simply email 
comminications@southandvale.gov.uk and they will add you to the subscribers list. 
Your email will not be use for anything other than sending you the magazine. 
 
To find out more visit www.southenoxon.gov.uk 
 

Transport news – The Oxford Comet 

The Oxfordshire Comet is a new bookable transport 

service introduced by Oxfordshire County Council 

that will allow people without suitable access to 

public transport to make journeys they want.  

For use by individuals and groups wanting to meet 

friends in town, attend an appointment or just pop to 

the shops this not for profit services can be booked 

for any type of trip and is available from 10:15 am to 

2:30 pm Monday to Fridays. (Excluding bank holidays). 

For more information call 01865 323201 to register and they will create an account 

for you or visit Oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/Oxfordshire-comet 
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Grant Aid 

Didcot Town Council awards grants to local charities and organisations.  If you 
would like to apply for a grant you can download an application form from the 
website. 

Here are a few words from the Young Dementia Group who received a grant 
last year. 

 

 

 

Didcot Coffee and Chat Group 

The Coffee and Chat group in Didcot started meeting in January 2016. The group meets once a month at the Cornerstone 

Arts Centre and is attended by carers of people with young onset dementia (aged between 35-65) who live in Didcot and 

the surrounding area. 

 

The group has been regularly attended by between four and six people each time and has now become established as a 

part of carers’ routine. 

 

The group meeting are organised and facilitated by one of our support workers and the objectives are for carers to get 

away from their caring roles for a few hours, to meet with other people in similar circumstances, to share experiences, learn 

from each other and give/receive mutual support. 

 

Here are some of the aspects of being a carer that the group has discussed in the first seven months; 

The challenges of leaving a partner alone when going out. 

How to engage a partner when lacking motivation/wanting to stay in bed. 

Strategies for coping with memory loss, obsessive behaviour and sleep disturbance. 

Issues for teenagers caring for a parent with young onset dementia. 

 

At the June meeting we did a six-month review of the group and below are three comments that were made by carers, 

indicating the value added. 

 

“I am able to say things to this group that I haven’t told anybody else because I feel like they understand what I am going 

through.”  

“Sometimes it can be a bit scary hearing things that may happen to Mum but I think it’s important to be prepared and learn 

from others.”  

“It’s so reassuring to hear that others have had to deal with similar things and you feel they really understand. Definitely 

want to keep meeting up.” 

We would like to thank Didcot Town Council for their grant towards getting this new group started. Their support is greatly 

appreciated and is helping us to make a difference to carers of this relatively rare condition. 
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UPCOMING SHOWS AT THE 

CIVIC HALL: 

 

MARK STEEL 

WHO DO I THINK I AM? 

14TH OCTOBER 2016 

 

JOURNEYS END 

4TH NOVEMBER 2016 

 

DICK WHITTINGTON 

24TH DECEMBER 2016 

 

JACK & THE BEANSTALK 

27TH & 28TH JANUARY 2017 
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EVENTS IN DIDCOT 

 

 

ARMISTICE MAROON FIRING 

EDMONDS PARK 

11TH NOVEMBER 2016 

 

REMEMBERANCE PARADE & SERVICE 

BROADWAY & CIVIC HALL 

13TH NOVEMBER 2016 

 

CHRISTMAS STREET FAIR 

BROADWAY 

24TH NOVEMEBER 2016 
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